4 Water Based Recreation

4.1 Recreational Hovercraft

	Subject: Recreational Hovercraft 


	

	
	Thanet
	Dover
	Canterbury 

	1. What is the long-term goal? 
	
	
	

	20/20 vision / Main objective
	Hover crafts are welcome in organised events and informal responsible use where the effect on people and wildlife is well managed.

	Is this compatible with the SPA and SAC objectives?
	Yes
	
	

	2. What is the current situation?  (Background Information  - Facts and Figures)
	
	
	

	Description 
	· Light hovercraft for sporting and recreational purposes. Transported by vehicles with trailers.  
	· This activity is discouraged in this area and has apparently only occurred once in 7 years. 

	Location
	· Pegwell Bay

· Ramsgate Main Sands (special event - Powercraft Grand Prix)
	

	Numbers involved
	· Approx 12
	

	Frequency of activity 
	· Occasional 
	

	Time of year
	· Spring-Autumn at weekends
	

	Other information
	· Light Hovercraft are used

· Most operation is informal with one formal club event each year as part of the Power Boat Event

· Hovercraft are unable to operate over grass more than 10 cm high or shingle 

· Most craft travel at 25 – 35 mph

· Hovercraft exert very low air pressure on the surface  - about a tenths of the pressure from a person standing (ref Hovercraft and the Environment R Pullen unpublished)
	

	Changes over last 6 years
	· Possible increase - Occasional users have been reported and approached by TDC over the last two years (2004). 

· Included as an event at the Ramsgate powercraft weekend activities.
	· An inland site at Coleman’s Field, Sandwich, is used by the Hovercraft club for recreational hovercraft activities.  
	

	Likely trends over next 6  years 
	· Likely to stay a recreational sport for a very limited number of local users.
	· Use within the Coleman’s Field site is not likely to increase.
	

	3. What are the current effects of this activity?
	
	
	

	Social, economic and cultural
	· It’s fun

· Another type of activity so brings in recreation/tourist spend

· Safety Issues 

· Encouraging young people outdoors helps them care more for their environment – also give them something to do (reduce anti-social behaviour)

· Some people are concerned that they do not appear to be very easy to control and it is questioned whether or not they stick to speed limits
	
	

	Environment General
	· Noise pollution is felt to be an issue by stakeholders – noise is equivalent to a ‘truck or bus’.

· Atmospheric pollution (less now because of more efficient engines)

· There is exhaust discharge into the water
	
	

	SPA

SAC features
	Reef 
	· No known effect
	
	

	
	Cave
	· No effect
	
	

	
	Wintering Turnstone and Golden Plover 
	· Feeding and roosting wintering birds would be disturbed from feeding or roosting by recreational hovercraft that came too close.  Local users, however, know to keep their distance. 

· There is no known incidence of bird strike.

	
	Little Tern 
	· Little tern would be disturbed by recreational hovercraft that came close to the breeding site. Little tern, however, have not bred successfully within the North East Kent European Marine Sites since the late 1990’s.

	SSSI features
	· Potential to disturb wintering waders if carried out during the wintering season or summer waders within the designated NNR. Most operation, however, occurs in the summertime. 

	Other  key habitats and species and those of local value 
	· When hovercraft go out to the sandbanks they disturb the seals

	The functioning of the local Ecosystem 
	· No known effect 

	The functioning of adjacent ecosystems
	· No known effect

	4. What is the current management?
	
	
	

	Organisations responsible for management
	· Thanet District Council 

· Permission to use Pegwell Bay requires authorisation from TDC and NE (for consent)  

· Local uses tend to belong to ‘Hovercraft club of Great Britain’ – an established contact group 

· Dover District Council

· Kent Wildlife Trust is responsible for management within the National Nature Reserve on behalf of a partnership
	

	Key Documents
	-
	

	Existing Management
	· Light Hovercraft drivers are licensed and craft inspected for safety before operation

· Hovercraft Club noise limits are strictly enforced

· Drivers are briefed on areas to be avoided and hazards in the operational environment

· The Local Club ensure members know about nesting sites, wading birds and operating times and the Pegwell Bay National Nature Reserve

· TDC, as landowners and one of the NNR Committee Partners, currently refuse permission for access to launch into the NNR

· Thanet Coast Warden Scheme volunteers asked to note the activity if it takes place

· KCC Community Wardens can be brought in to approach users

· Hovercraft use at Ramsgate requires TDC landowner and special events permission, and NE

· Thanet Water Users Group controls

· TDC beach activity zoning around the Thanet
	

	5. Will this management get us to where we want to go – if not why not?
	
	
	

	Will current management deliver the long term vision for this activity 
	· The Thanet Branch of the Hovercraft Club of Great Britain think a coastal code for their activity will help ensure that the activity can continue over the long-term 
	

	Will current management mean the ecosystem can support this activity over the long-term?
	· A coastal code would ensure there are no problems
	

	Gaps in management 
	· The Thanet branch of the Hovercraft Club of Great Britain think a coastal code for their activity will help ensure that the activity can continue over the long-term.  
	

	Gaps in management in relation to the SPA and SAC features
	· None identified 
	

	6. What, if anything, do we want to do?
	
	
	

	Management measures, policies, actions, New ideas or solutions and who will action
	What 
	Who 
	What 
	Who 

	
	Keep a watching brief on levels of this activity through Thanet Coastal Wardens and NNR staff (KWT). 
	TCP
	
	

	
	Develop a coastal code with those who carry out the activity

Investigate the scope for locating a suitable activity zone within the Thanet area and agreeing guidelines for the activity.  
	TCP

TDC
	
	

	Management Measures for SPA and SAC features
	No additional action required 
	
	
	

	Likely resource requirements
	Within the resources of the TCP and TDC staff time.
	

	7. What is the likely long tem effect of what we want to do on the following?
	
	

	Economic, Social, Environment
	An identified site and guidelines would enable this activity to continue 
	

	The functioning of this and adjacent ecosystems
	No known effect
	

	8. How will we know if we are going in the right direction?
	
	

	Monitoring of SAC and SPA management 
	Yearly monitoring of turnstone disturbance will identify any potential issues related to water-based powercraft
	

	Likely resource requirements
	No additional resources
	


4.2 Diving

The area under consideration does not extend below low water along the Canterbury Coast and this activity does not occur within the Dover part of the European marine site 

	Subject: Diving 


	

	
	Thanet

	1. What is the long-term goal? 
	

	20/20 vision / Main objective
	Diving is a specialist sport enjoyed by increasing numbers who come to have fun and to see (but not remove) the marine archaeology and fascinating habitats of this area.

	Is this compatible with the SPA and SAC objectives?
	Yes

	2. What is the current situation?  (Background Information  - Facts and Figures)
	

	Description 
	· Recreational sub aqua diving around the coast

	Location
	· Not usually within NE Kent EMS but within the area stakeholders want to consider as part of the Ecosystem Approach. Divers go mainly to wreck sites, and predominantly offshore where water is clearer.

· Diving Rigid Inflatable Boats (RIBs) sometimes launch from Ramsgate’s Western Undercliff and have been seen at Dumpton Gap, Ramsgate Harbour  and Botany Bay 

	Numbers involved
	· Up to half dozen divers per launch

	Frequency of activity 
	· Launches two to three times a week 

	Time of year
	· May to October, weather dependant

	Other information
	· Membership is larger at organised clubs – Thanet 106 (BSAC); Birchington (PADI); KentScuba (Based at Margate; generally no local launches)

	Changes over last 6 years
	· Kent Sea Search launched to encourage divers to help with voluntary surveys to identify sub tidal wildlife

	Likely trends over next 6  years 
	· More surveys required to help complete surveys around the Kent coastline – although difficult because of predominantly turbid conditions near shore

	3. What are the current effects of this activity?
	

	Social, economic and cultural
	Positives 

· Provides a specialist activity bringing different types of people to the area

· It is sport with low impact

· Divers can use their skills for other activities e.g. cleaning the bottom of boats, recovering anchors

Negatives 

· In the past, divers used to pillage artefacts from wrecks but this no longer acceptable

· Divers have been known to dive down and remove lobsters from pots depriving fisherman of their catch/income

	Environment General
	Positives
· Divers can help gather underwater survey information e.g. marine archaeology about wrecks and SeaSearch to survey and map species and habitat distribution

· Divers can bring marine life to people and promote the importance of marine wildlife  

Negatives

· Pollution from craft used

	SPA

SAC features
	Reef 
	· Potential impact on the reef and seabed.  Intense diving activity can result in dislodgement and collection of marine plants and animals, however, diving does not take place much within the SAC because the water is so turbid and so will not have a significant effect.

	
	Cave
	· No effect 

	
	Wintering Turnstone and Golden Plover 
	· No effect 

	
	Little Tern 
	· No effect 

	SSSI features
	· The SSSI does not extend below low water

	Other  key habitats and species and those of local value 
	· New discoveries can be made e.g. new species records for the area

	The functioning of the local Ecosystem 
	· No known effect

	The functioning of adjacent ecosystems
	· No known effect 

	4. What is the current management?
	

	Organisations responsible for management
	· British Sub Aqua Club (BSAC) & PADI club records and rules.

· TDC.  But do not take records of launches from Thanet Water User Group launch sites (e.g. Western Undercliff)

· Crown Estate

· Thanet District Council

	Key Documents
	· BSAC & PADI club records and rules

· Kent Seasearch

· Maritime heritage – and archaeology: Canterbury dive club has adopted a wreck as part of the Adopt a Wreck Scheme, but not within the area 

· Project AWARE introduces a new public awareness and education campaign (e.g. Respect our wrecks; Eco-tourism code of conduct)

	Existing Management
	· None- outside of responsible organisations and key documents

· Boats are launched from specific sites 

	5. Will this management get us to where we want to go – if not why not?
	

	Will current management deliver the long term vision for this activity 
	· Yes because diving is well self-regulated and divers are well trained so they have very little effect on the environment 

	Will current management mean the ecosystem can support this activity over the long term?
	· This activity can continue over the long-term but there may be fewer days when it safe due to predicted increased storms

	Gaps in management 
	None identified, although there may be:

· Potential to link up divers and further maritime heritage interpretation in NE Kent and the Goodwin Sands

· Need for more Kent Seasearch dives to establish underwater marine wildlife and features around the North Kent coast

	Gaps in management in relation to the SPA and SAC features
	None identified 


4.3 Surfing

This activity does not take place within the Canterbury part of the European marine site 
	Subject: Surfing 


	

	
	Thanet

	1. What is the long-term goal? 
	

	20/20 vision / Main objective
	Surfing is a healthy, low cost, outdoor activity enjoyed by many of all ages and poses no threat to wildlife.

	Is this compatible with the SPA and SAC objectives?
	Yes 

	2. What is the current situation?  (Background Information  - Facts and Figures)
	

	Description 
	· Kent surfing has been centred around the Isle of Thanet for 35 years.  Surf around the Kent coastline is usually fairly poor, but occasionally you can catch the kind of wave that makes the waiting worthwhile. The Thanet region of Kent is unique in that it has beaches that face northeast and south and due to its geographical location can pick up North Sea swells as well as Channel swells. (Quotes: Peter Knowles from The Big Chill website on:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/kent/sport/features/wavesurfing.shtml)

	Location
	· Joss Bay – main site 

· Viking Bay and harbour wall (Broadstairs)

· Ramsgate – mainly harbour wall; occasionally the cliffs

· Ramsgate’s East Cliff

	Numbers involved
	· Not known

· Up to 50 surfers in the water at any one time with approximately 300 regular users excluding clubs

	Frequency of activity 
	· Occasional – needs suitable weather conditions for surf and swell

· Summer/autumn

	Time of year
	· Best Autumn-Winter for suitable surf and swell

	Other information
	· http://www.thebigchill.co.uk/
· http://www.jossbay.co.uk/
· www.wannasurf.com/spot/Europe/UK

	Changes over last 6 years
	· Joss Bay now has recently established surf school with BSA instructor (2005)

	Likely trends over next 6  years 
	· Likely to be activities at the same sites – with Joss Bay remaining the main focus for surfing

· Possible increase

	3. What are the current effects of this activity?
	

	Social, economic and cultural
	· All age groups can take part  - it is a highly inclusive Social activity

· It is low-cost  - but brings people into the area who spend money locally 

· Clubs e.g. Joss Bay help people learn the sport and do it safely

· It takes place on the shoulder of the tourism season so it is beneficial for extending the summer economy

· Local schools are involved in the activity

· It teaches youngsters an awareness of tides and currents

· Safety aspects 

	Environment General
	· It is pro the environment e.g. Surfers against sewage – and other good pressure groups on water quality 

· No pollution in the water unlike many other water based sports

	SPA

SAC features
	Reef 
	· No effect

	
	Cave
	· No effect

	
	Wintering Turnstone and Golden Plover 
	· No known effect

	
	Little Tern 
	· No known effect.  

	SSSI features
	· The SSSI does not extend below low water

	Other  key habitats and species and those of local value 
	· No known effect

	The functioning of the local Ecosystem 
	· No known effect

	The functioning of adjacent ecosystems
	· No known effect

	4. What is the current management?
	

	Organisations responsible for management
	· TDC foreshore beach management

· British Surfing Association – B.S.A. accreditation

· www.britsurf.co.uk/

	Key Documents
	· For uses: rules for hire and lessons -  http://www.jossbay.co.uk/
· BSA code of conduct: http://www.britsurf.co.uk/html/code_of_conduct.asp 

· Also instructor accreditation & approved schools

	Existing Management
	· TDC foreshore – main surfing site encouraged at Joss Bay through concessionaire

	5. Will this management get us to where we want to go – if not why not?
	

	Will current management deliver the long term vision for this activity 
	· Yes 

	Will current management mean the ecosystem can support this activity over the long term?
	· Yes 

	Gaps in management 
	· None identified 

	Gaps in management in relation to the SPA and SAC features
	· None identified 


4.4 Water based powered craft (includes power boats and personal water craft)

The area under consideration does not extend below low water along the Canterbury Coast  

	Subject:  Water based powered craft (includes power boats and personal water craft) 


	

	
	Thanet
	Dover

	1. What is the long-term goal? 
	
	

	20/20 vision / Main objective
	Powered craft are a welcome part of the recreational activities of the coast and are used in a responsible, safe and courteous way.

	Is this compatible with the SPA and SAC objectives?
	Yes 
	

	2. What is the current situation?  (Background Information  - Facts and Figures)
	
	

	Description 
	Water based powered craft - includes power boats (speedboats, water-skiing, fishing boats) & personal watercraft

	Location
	Small fishing boat launches 
	· Minnis Bay; 

· West Bay (hand launch-summer only); 

· St Mildred’s Bay;

· Westbrook Bay; 

· Margate harbour (in & north of); 

· Foreness Bay;

· Broadstairs harbour;

· Western Undercliff (Ramsgate); 
	· Sandwich Quay; Sandwich Bay (private).

	
	Speedboats/water-skiing launches
	· Beresford Gap (PWS private club); 

· Westbrook Bay; 

· Foreness Bay (club available).
	· Sandwich Bay (private)

	
	Personal watercraft (PWC) launches
	· Beresford Gap (private club);

· Winter Gardens (Fulsam Rock); 

· Palm Bay (via Walpole Bay’s Hodges Gap concessionaire); 

· Eastcliff (Ramsgate, private club); 

· Western Undercliff (Ramsgate) – TDC trial, needs club to regulate activities.   
	· Port Richborough and River Stour

	
	Larger vessels 
	· Ramsgate harbour

· Margate & Broadstairs harbours in smaller numbers
	· There are a number of boat clubs, boat yards and marinas in the tidal reaches of the River Stour between Sandwich and Fordwich.

	Numbers involved
	· All Thanet users must register with the Thanet Water User Group (TDC) which has about 900 registered

· Larger vessels are the responsibility of Maritime section of TDC
	

	Time of year
	· Mainly spring to autumn 
	

	Other information
	· The ‘COLREGs’ are a public right of navigation at sea

· Some users have formed clubs – BASS; Foreness Water Ski Club; Birchington Wakeboard and Water Ski Club (PWC); Eastcliff  (PWC) etc
	· Statutory right of navigation on River Stour between the sea and Canterbury



	Changes over last 6 years
	· Numbers are growing steadily

· The water users group has helped people become more aware of where they can do things and how they can minimise effect on the environment        

· Thanet Coastal Codes were written with representatives from the recreational activities helping to write the codes.  First edition 2002 and revised in 2005. Circulated to concessionaires, clubs and TWUG members.

· Following trails in 04/05 a new club (The Birchington wave board and water ski club) has been formed at Beresford Gap to help alleviate anti-social behaviour in the area.  

· TCWS volunteers starting to record user activities 

· There may be more than one launch site at Foreness Bay that was starting to get used, which could potentially cause more damage to the reef
	· 

	Likely trends over next 6  years 
	· Possible slight increase – perhaps fewer fishing boats and increase in PWCs

· TDC will review launching of crafts at Western Undercliff
	

	3. What are the current effects of this activity?
	
	

	Social, Economic and cultural 
	Positive 

· It is fun, outdoors, can be physically demanding and good for stress

· It is safer than it used to be

· It is essential to encourage recreation activities in a tourist economy leading to jobs and tourism 

· Social activity

Negatives 

· Irresponsible people causing harassment and not respecting other sea users

· Can be dangerous 

	Environment
	Positive 

· It can raise awareness of being outdoors and sea life

· Some boats are used for wildlife tourism and surveys

Negative

· Noise pollution, exhaust / emissions pollution (very low in new craft)

· Fuel consumption

· Fuel spillage leading to contamination of water 

	SPA

SAC features
	Reef 
	· Beaching of craft damages the reef and disturbs the seabed

· No effect likely from normal activities however in the past an unauthorised channel was cut in the reef to ease access at low water.  Any such activity damages the reef structure and the marine life that depends on it.

· Anchors cause damage by dislodging marine plants and animals and damaging the reef structure. The effect of this within the SAC is not currently thought to be significant.  Pollution arising from small craft is not thought to be significant.
	

	
	Cave
	· No effect
	

	
	Wintering Turnstone and Golden Plover 
	· Potential for disturbance to wintering birds. The recent turnstone disturbance monitoring indicated that powered boats accounted for 8.6% of disturbance encountered across all survey sites (Mayo, 2006). ‘The Effects of human activities on Turnstone’ (Webb 2003) showed that power craft had a localised impact at launch sites but did not have a significant effect when the activity was out at sea.

	
	Little Tern 
	· It is not known whether there is any disturbance to little tern at Plumpudding from watercraft.   Little tern feed in shallow coastal waters and could be disturbed from feeding by watercraft.  Little tern, however, have not bred successfully within the North East Kent European Marine Sites since the late 1990’s.


	· PWC are known to beach at Shell Ness and cause disturbance to little tern at a level which could cause breeding failure.  In addition powered personal watercraft and powerboat with water skis use the lower reaches of the Stour and in Pegwell Bay where the little tern feed.  It is not known to what extent this affects their feeding behaviour. Little tern, however, have not bred successfully within the North East Kent European Marine Sites since the late 1990’s.

	SSSI features
	· Potential for disturbance to wintering coastal birds 
	· Numbers using Pegwell Bay are thought to be rising and the concern is that  better management around the Thanet Coast is displacing the activity to this area 

	Other  key habitats and species and those of local value
	· Can disturb or even harass wildlife e.g. seals. However, some people who take part in this activity can and do report wildlife.

	The functioning of the local Ecosystem 
	· If levels of disturbance are high it will displace animals and birds to other areas
	· Beaching in Sandwich Bay disturbs wintering birds

	The functioning of adjacent ecosystems
	· As above 
	

	4. What is the current management?
	
	

	Organisations responsible for management
	· Thanet DC beach management includes zoning buoys and beach information signs

· To have a key giving access to slip ways, users have to register with the Thanet Water User Group
	· Dover DC – launch site at Sandwich

· Sandwich Port & Haven Commissioners (SP&HC)

	
	· Voluntary Thanet Coastal Codes (revised 2005). Thanet is the main focus of the TCP’s work, but voluntary Thanet Coastal Codes cover Reculver to Sandwich.

· TDC (Maritime section) as Harbour Authority & access

· Kent Police Marine Unit

	Key Documents
	· Thanet Seashore bylaws

· Thanet Water User Group rules and conditions (TDC)

· Powercraft code within Thanet Coastal Codes include references to other relevant codes, regulation or guidance  

· A new Kent Personal Watercraft Code was launched in May 2006 (Working Group, Kent Coastal Network – c/o KCC Coastal Officer) and advice leaflet
· TDC Maritime Harbour regulations

	Existing Management
	· Thanet Water Users Group rules and zoning 


	· Since 2003 SP&HC have employed a Sandwich harbour master to help keep an eye on river uses. 

· Speed limit signs at entrance to River Stour were renewed in 2004/5. 

· Dover DC to place Kent PWC code at launch site in 2006

	
	· Powercraft code within Thanet Coastal Codes (rev 2005)These include specific recommendations (e.g. to keep activities away from coastal bird roosts, seals, and other sensitive wildlife sites e.g. landing at Shellness)
· Kent Personal Watercraft Code

	5. Will this management get us to where we want to go – if not why not?
	
	

	Will current management deliver the long term vision for this activity 
	· Self regulation is better than bylaws that have to be policed  

· Clubs self regulate in the main but individual rogues remain a problem
	· There are reports of craft still landing at Shellness

	Will current management mean the ecosystem can support this activity over the longterm?
	· The price and availability of petrol may become too high for leisure use – but if technology keeps up with fuel supplies powered craft will continue to be here

· Sea level rise may affect access 

	Gaps in management 
	Current management of these activities is good and improving.  Further suggestions are:

· Promote acceptance and adaptability amongst other sectors about the changing uses and recreation activities along this coast - they are essential to a tourism economy

· There is a need to educate people about navigation, wildlife and safety before they use powered craft

· Better information about zoning and signage of activities 

· Annual awards for club with most responsible policy – incentivise and give good PR

· KCC have a new PWC leaflet that should be promoted well

· Marine ‘Police’ jet skis and other boats to enforce speed limits – on spot fines or high penalty

· Need more information about the seals and sensitive times and locations – such as a ‘Marine Wildlife Watching’ guidelines

	Gaps in management in relation to the SPA and SAC features
	· Thanet Coastal Codes must continue to be promoted as well as the new Kent Personal Watercraft Code
	

	6. What, if anything, do we want to do?
	
	

	Management measures, policies, actions, New ideas or solutions and who will action
	What 
	Who 
	What 
	Who

	
	Make information on levels of activities and trends available to inform management 
	TCP
	Carry out surveys to find out if numbers are increasing 
	KWT

SP&HC

	
	Promote Thanet Coastal Codes on an ongoing basis and monitor incident of failures to comply
	TCP
	KWT work with TCP to promote coastal codes in that area too
	TCP

KWT

	
	Need to include recreational issues into discussions about potential integrated management of Sandwich and Pegwell Bay NNR (within the NNR Management Plan)
	KWT, NNR Committee



	
	Produce a new ‘Marine Wildlife Watching Code’ to complement the Thanet Coastal Codes within wildlife watching operators and interested specialists
	TCP

	Management Measures for SPA and SAC features
	None required
	
	
	

	Likely resource requirement
	Within current resources of TCP provided it continues 

	7. What is the likely long tem effect of what we want to do on the following?
	
	

	Economic, Social, Environment
	Good management will enable these activities to continue to benefit of recreation and tourism business 
	

	The functioning of this and  adjacent ecosystems
	
	

	8. How will we know if we are going in the right direction?
	
	

	Monitoring and who will action
	This activity is recorded by volunteer Thanet Coastal Wardens
	

	Monitoring of SAC and SPA management 
	Monitoring of turnstone disturbance will identify any potential issues related to water based powercraft.
	

	Likely resource requirements
	Minimal
	


4.5 Water based craft (Non fuel powered e.g. sail, canoes, kayaks)  

The area under consideration does not extend below low water along the Canterbury Coast

NB Kite surfing is included in a separate table 

	Subject:  Water based craft, sail, canoes kayaks and pedalos


	

	
	Thanet
	Dover

	1. What is the long-term goal? 
	
	

	20/20 vision / Main objective
	Water based craft are a welcome part of the recreational activities of the coast and are used in a responsible, safe and courteous way that does not affect wildlife.

	Is this compatible with the SPA and SAC objectives?
	Yes
	

	2. What is the current situation?  (Background Information  - Facts and Figures)
	
	

	Description 
	Water based non-powered craft (sail, windsurfing, canoes, kayak)

	Location
	Sailing 


	Minnis Bay (private club); West Bay; St Mildred’s Bay; Margate harbour; Broadstairs harbour; Ramsgate Royal Harbour; Western Undercliff.
	Sailing – Sandwich Quay and Marina



	
	Windsurfing 
	Minnis; Westbrook; Ramsgate Main Sands.
	Windsurfing Sandwich Bay 

	
	Canoes and kayaks
	No local clubs anymore; hence private with some concessionaire leasing

Local Scout Groups (totalling approx 50)

Walpole Pool - Dover
	There are a number of boat clubs, boat yards and marinas in the tidal reaches of the River Stour between Sandwich and Fordwich.

	
	Pedalos
	Margate Main Sands Tidal Pool – Concession restricted to pool. 
	

	Numbers involved
	· Not known

· Users not in clubs must register with the Thanet Water User Group (TDC); 

· Larger vessels responsibility of Maritime section of TDC
	· Not known

	Frequency of activity 
	· Frequent events and impromptu sessions during Spring – Autumn
	

	Other information
	· Sailing clubs – Minnis, Margate, and Broadstairs. 

· Royal Temple YC for larger vessels
	· Sailing club - Sandwich Bay.

	Changes over last 6 years
	· Thought to be stable

· Wind surfing is thought to  have increased

	Likely trends over next 6  years 
	· Stable – possible increase towards Olympics in 2012

· Thought that wind surfing has increased 

	3. What are the current effects of this activity?
	
	

	Social, economic and cultural
	· Outdoor fun activities for children, young people and adults

· Accessible to many different types of people  - social inclusion

· Teaches children skills and independence and confidence 

· Valuable introduction to the whole marine experience 

· People learn about safety on water

· Low cost recreation

· Must have finances to be able to do

	Environment General
	Positive 

· Outdoor activities can stimulate an awareness and care for the environment

· Minimum amount of environmental impact from wash, pollution, noise or fuel 

· Not reliant on fuel 

· Potential for data collection and monitoring

Negative 

· Anti fouling chemicals 

· Some craft can cause bank erosion in the river Stour

	SPA

SAC features
	Reef 
	· No effect likely from normal activities, however, in the past an unauthorised channel was cut in the reef to ease access at low water.  Any such activity will cause damage to the reef structure and the marine life, which depends on it.

· Anchors cause damage by dislodging marine plants and animals and damaging the reef structure. The effect of this within the SAC is not currently thought to be significant.  Likewise, pollution arising from small craft is not thought to be significant.
	

	
	Cave
	· No effect
	

	
	Wintering Turnstone and Golden Plover 
	· Potential for disturbance to wintering birds but current research (Mayo, 2006) indicates that these activities have no impact. 

	
	Little Tern 
	· It is not known whether there is any disturbance to little tern at Plumpudding from watercraft.   Little tern feed in shallow coastal waters and could be disturbed from feeding by watercraft. Little tern, however, have not bred successfully within the North East Kent European Marine Sites since the late 1990’s.
	· It has been reported that sail craft beach on the shingle banks at Shellness and cause disturbance to little tern at a level which could cause breeding failure.  Little tern, however, have not bred successfully within the North East Kent European Marine Sites since the late 1990’s.



	SSSI features
	· Potential for disturbance to wintering birds
	· Numbers using Pegwell Bay are rising and the concern is that better management around the Thanet Coast is displacing unmanaged activity to this area.

	Other  key habitats and species and those of local value
	· Seals are not disturbed by these craft and approach kayaks

· Craft can disturb wildlife if it beaches at sensitive locations e.g. seals and sandbanks or birds at Shellness
	

	The functioning of the local Ecosystem 
	· No known effect 
	

	The functioning of adjacent ecosystems
	· No known effect 
	

	4. What is the current management?
	
	

	Organisations responsible for management
	· Thanet DC beach management includes zoning buoys and beach information signs

· To have a key giving access to slip ways, users have to register with the Thanet Water User Group 

· TDC (Maritime section) as Harbour Authority
	· Sandwich Port & Haven Commissioners. Since 2003 SP&HC have employed a Sandwich harbour master to help keep an eye on river uses.

	
	· Voluntary Thanet Coastal Codes (revised 2005). Thanet is the main focus of the TCP’s work, but voluntary Thanet Coastal Codes cover Reculver to Sandwich.

· Kent Police Marine Unit

	Key Documents
	· Established byelaws 

· Thanet Water User Group rules and conditions (TDC)

· Thanet Coastal Codes include references to other relevant codes, regulation or guidance  

· TDC Maritime Harbour Regulations

	Existing Management
	· Coastal Codes include Wind-powered Activities Code – windsurfing, kite-surfing (see 6.8.2) and sailing (in Thanet Coastal Codes, 2005). These include very specific recommendations (e.g. to keep activities away from coastal bird feeding grounds and roosts; seals; other users and other sensitive sites (e.g. NNR – except navigational access; or landing at Shellness)

	5. Will this management get us to where we want to go – if not why not?
	
	

	Will current management deliver the long term vision for this activity 
	· Need voluntary codes  and wardens to enforce 

	Will current management mean the ecosystem can support this activity over the longterm?
	· The activity is environmentally friendly 

· Climate change will mean more unstable weather conditions which, non powered craft will have to accommodate to

· Sea level rise may mean there are difficulties launching certain craft at certain locations

	Gaps in management 
	
	

	Gaps in management in relation to the SPA and SAC features
	· None identified
	

	6. What, if anything, do we want to do?
	
	

	Management measures, policies, actions, New ideas or solutions and who will action
	What 
	Who 
	What 
	· Who 

	
	Make information on level s of activities and trends available to inform management 
	TCP
	Take this issue into discussions about potential integrated management of Pegwell Bay
	KWT, NNR Committee

	
	Promote Coastal Codes on an ongoing basis and monitor incident of failures to comply
	TCP
	
	

	Management Measures for SPA and SAC features
	None identified
	
	
	

	Likely resource requirement
	Within current resources of TCP – provided it continues
	

	7. What is the likely long tem effect of what we want to do on the following?
	
	

	Economic,Social,Environment
	Good management will enable these activities to continue to benefit of recreation and tourism business
	

	The functioning of this and adjacent  ecosystem
	Better management will reduce effects on shore birds in the NNR
	

	8. How will we know if we are going in the right direction?
	
	

	Monitoring and who will action
	Part of the monitoring carried out by TCP volunteer wardens
	Kent Wildlife Trust

	Monitoring of SAC and SPA management 
	Yearly monitoring of turnstone disturbance will identify any potential issues related to water based craft, sail, canoes and kayaks. 
	

	Likely resource requirements
	No additional resources required 
	


