3 Shore Based Recreation

3.1 Bathing 

	Subject: Shore based recreation 


	

	
	Thanet
	Dover
	Canterbury 

	1. What is the long-term goal? 

	20/20 vision / Main objective
	The water and beaches around the coast provide a clean and healthy place for people to swim and enjoy being in the water.

	Is this compatible with the SPA and SAC objectives?
	Yes

	2. What is the current situation?  (Background Information  - Facts and Figures)

	Description 
	· 
Bathing

	Location
	· Westcliff, Ramsgate

· Ramsgate Main Sands

· Eastcliff

· Dumpton Gap

· Louisa Bay

· Viking Bay

· Broadstairs 

· Stone Bay

· Joss Bay
	· Kingsgate Bay 

· Botany Bay

· Foreness Bay

· Palm Bay

· Walpole Bay

· Margate Main Sands

· Westbrook

· St Mildred’s Bay

· West Bay

· Minnis Bay
	· Sandwich Bay Dunes 


	· Longrock 

· Bishopstone 

· Reculver

· Seasalter

· Herne Bay

· Whitstable

· Tankerton

	Numbers involved
	· 1000+ per bay on a fine day
	· Unknown
	· 1000+ per day in season

	Frequency of activity 
	· Daily in summer season 
	· Unknown 
	· Daily in the season (some every day whatever the weather)

	Time of year
	· March – November. However most popular in the summer months and reaching a peak in school summer holidays

	Other information
	
	· This activity has an impact on the dune structure but is above the marine parts of the site and is managed through the NNR management group. 
	

	Changes over last 6 years
	
	
	· More swimmers as water quality has improved on bathing beaches. Quality coast awards and recognition and promotion of better beaches continue to encourage greater use. 

	Likely trends over next 6  years 
	
	
	· As above

	· 3. What are the current effects of this activity?

	Social, economic and cultural
	Positive 

· People get fit and healthy

· Tourism and recreation with associated spend and benefit to local economy 

· Promotes a happy atmosphere 

· Free activity for young and old

Negative 

· Ignorance of tides and structures could be fatal and result in bad publicity e.g. diving from walls or the harbour into shallow water 

· Maintenance of amenities is costly to the Council

· Provision of lifeguards is costly to the Council 

· Increased tourism brings increased traffic and parking problems

	Environment General
	· Maintains awareness 

· Uses natural resources and is sustainable 

· European and national legislation about water quality and bathing beaches has to be adhered to meaning cleaner water, more Blue Flags encouraging tourism  and benefits to sea life

	SPA

SAC features
	Reef 
	· Disturbance to the rooks, birds, and broader area 

	
	Cave
	· Visitors to the beach do carve their names in the sea walls (and sometimes use them as loos)

	
	Wintering Turnstone and Golden Plover 
	· Unlikely to be a significant direct effect as the numbers bathing during the winter months is unlikely to be sufficient to cause disturbance to wintering birds. The bathing quality award schemes, however, request that rotting seaweed is removed from the bays over the summer months and this may have some indirect impact on the Turnstone food source during the winter months – see seaweed removal. 

	
	Little Tern 
	· The breeding site at Plumpudding and Sheerness is away from the main bathing beaches. Little tern, however, have not bred successfully within the North East Kent European Marine Sites since the late 1990’s.

	SSSI features
	· No known effect 

	Other  key habitats and species and those of local value
	· Bathing outside the main zoning areas may cause disturbance to e.g. breeding birds – current trend is of reduced levels of disturbance but it could still be reduced further. 

	The functioning of the local Ecosystem or adjacent ecosystems
	· No effect 

	· 4. What is the current management?

	Organisations responsible for management
	· Thanet District Council
	· Dover District Council
	· Canterbury City Council

	Existing Management
	· TDC through Thanet Leisureforce’s Bay Inspectors and lifeguards – and TDC’s bay information boards. 
	· Kent Wildlife Trust manage the Sandwich Bay  
	· Foreshore Inspectors, lifeguards, Coastal Wardens (2007)

	· 5. Will this management get us to where we want to go – if not why not?

	Will current management deliver the long term vision for this activity 
	· Yes 
	
	

	Will current management mean the ecosystem can support this activity over the longterm?
	· Yes, but their will be higher sea levels so less beach but will still be able to swim from   - depending on climate change scenario water could be warmer.

	Gaps in management 
	· None identified

	Gaps in management in relation to the SPA and SAC features
	· None identified

	· 6. What, if anything, do we want to do?

	Management measures 
	None required 

	Management Measures for SPA and SAC features
	None required
	· 

	6. What, if anything, do we want to do?
	

	Management measures, policies, actions, New ideas or solutions and who will action
	· What 
	· Who 

	
	Run a series of spring ‘Water Safety’ lectures to local Thanet schools in the spring each year, to highlight water safety issues, the coastal codes and importance of the coast for nature conservation - in partnership with Thanet Leisureforce and local coastguards.
	TCP

	Management Measures for SPA and SAC features
	None required
	

	7. What is the likely long tem effect of what we want to do on the following?
	

	Economic
	Saves more expensive rescues if young people are aware of water safety issues

	Social 
	Better water safety awareness by young people, and could save lives

	Environment
	Better environmental awareness by young people

	The functioning of this ecosystem 
	Better environmental awareness should help reduce the impact of people on the foreshore marine life

	The functioning of adjacent ecosystems 
	No obvious effect

	Likely resource requirement
	Costs may be covered within TCP and partner staff costs

	8. How will we know if we are going in the right direction?
	

	Monitoring and who will action
	· Monitoring of numbers involved is already carried out for this activity through Coastal Wardens.

· Public survey would reveal extent of water safety and environmental awareness (Two TCP surveys – 2007 and 2011).

	Monitoring of SAC and SPA management 
	

	Likely resource requirements
	Likely to be within TCP funding, if secured.


3.2 Cycling  

	Subject: Cycling 


	

	
	Thanet
	Dover
	Canterbury 

	1. What is the long-term goal? 
	
	
	

	20/20 vision / Main objective
	Increasing numbers of people cycling around the coast on well-signed and interesting routes, including outdoor art and wildlife interpretation. 

	Is this compatible with the SPA and SAC objectives?
	Yes
	
	

	2. What is the current situation?  (Background Information  - Facts and Figures)

	Description 
	· Cycling

	Location
	· All around coast – Viking Coastal Trail particularly 
	· Sandwich Bay Dunes
	· Takes place all around the coast – Viking, Crab and Winkle Routes. Proposed new coastal cycle route between Reculver (through SSSI) and Swalecliffe (gap in regional cycle route network). 

	Numbers involved
	· KCC has counters and accurate information
	· Probably low
	· Recent survey undertaken to establish existing levels of usage – still awaiting results. If route went ahead, then automatic counters would be put in. 

	Frequency of activity 
	· Daily  with seasonal and weekend peaks 
	-
	· Expected to be daily with seasonal and weekend peaks. 

	Time of year
	· All year –with April to September the main season
	-
	· Expected to be all year – with April to September the main season. 

	Other information
	· Turnstone research has included the impact of cycling on Turnstones but results indicate that there is no significant disturbance to Turnstones.

· Contrary to general statistics it is thought that women do use the cycle ways.
	-
	· Public consultation for proposed cycle path during 2006/07, implementation subject to Members’ approval, funding and outcome of any public inquiry and repeal of bylaws. Implementation is anticipated for 2008/09. 

· Modest provision of signs would be required at certain points along the SSSI to ensure cyclists keep to designated route. Locations and scale of any new signage to be agreed with Natural England. 

	Changes over last 6 years
	· Suggested that there has been an increase in popularity due to the Viking Coastal Trail.

· Increasing numbers of people seem to be cycling to Reculver.  
	
	· Likely that cyclists already use the route, particularly as Viking Coastal Trail starts / ends at Reculver. Official new route across SSSI will encourage and promote even more cycling. 

	Likely trends over next 6  years 
	· Possible further increase

· New campaign to promote Viking Coastal Trail run by TDC, KCC and Sustrans launched Oct 06.

· Bike hire concession opened June 2006 at Minnis Bay at the start of the Northern Sea Wall – there is the possibility of expanding this business to the Joss Bay area. 
	
	· Further increase

	3. What are the current effects of this activity?

	Social, economic and cultural
	· A non polluting form of transport powered by sustainable energy.

· Can be a social group activity 

· Economic activity - with more cycling so more cycling shops and hire facilities e.g. Minnis Bay with a range of cycle hire, such as Peking Cycles

· Brings visitors and tourists into the area.

· Economic, social and environmental benefits 

· Health benefits 

· Utility trips (amenities, schools, commuters etc)

	Environment General
	· Bicycles have little effect on the wildlife or wider environment

	SPA

SAC features
	Reef 
	· No known effect 

	
	Cave
	· No known effect

	
	Wintering Turnstone and Golden Plover 
	· Potential for disturbance to turnstones that roost on the sea walls at high tide or when it is dark

	
	Little Tern 
	· No known effect

	SSSI features
	· Cyclists sticking to paths can alleviate damage to wildlife and plants

	Other  key habitats and species and those of local value 
	· None identified

	The functioning of the local Ecosystem 
	· None identified

	The functioning of adjacent ecosystems
	· None identified

	4. What is the current management?

	Organisations responsible for management
	· Thanet District Council (promotional)

· Kent County Council (implementation); Sustrans
	· Dover District Council
	· Canterbury City Council

	Key Documents
	· Viking Coastal Trail Leaflet

· East Kent Cycle Strategy
	
	 

	Existing Management
	· Viking Coastal Trail Cycle route management and volunteer cycle rangers
	
	 

	5. Will this management get us to where we want to go – if not why not?

	Will current management deliver the long term vision for this activity 
	· Yes, although some confusion over who is managing this activity

· A lot of information comes through voluntary Sustrans wardens
	
	· Canterbury City Council would manage the cycle route through Reculver Country Park which is anticipated to be a wider mown swathe (along the existing mown path) through the SSSI.

	Will current management mean the ecosystem can support this activity over the long term?
	· There is no effect on the ecosystems
	
	· To be discussed with Countryside section at CCC and NE, possible widening of paths cut. 

	Gaps in management 
	· Viking Coastal Trail  - Continue and promote with more investment and information along the route 

· Suggest provide public art and interest along the way for cyclists
	
	· If new route goes ahead, it will be marketed and promoted as a tourism trail. Public art would be commissioned by local sculptural artists to provide interest along the way. 

	Gaps in management in relation to the SPA and SAC features
	· None identified 
	
	· To be discussed with NE as necessary

	6. What, if anything, do we want to do?
	
	
	

	Management measures, policies, actions, New ideas or solutions and who will action
	What 
	Who 
	What 
	Who 
	What 
	Who 

	
	Promote the Viking Coastal Trail 
	KCC, TCP & TDC
	
	
	
	

	
	Include features for cyclists in any public art project for the whole Thanet coast
	TCP & TDC
	
	
	
	

	Management Measures for SPA and SAC features
	None required 
	
	
	
	· To be discussed with NE as necessary
	


3.3 Dog walking

	Subject: Dog Walking 


	

	
	Thanet
	Dover
	Canterbury 

	1. What is the long-term goal? 
	
	
	

	20/20 vision / Main objective
	Dog walkers use the coast for recreation and exercising their dogs in a responsible way that does not affect birds, or other people.

	Is this compatible with the SPA and SAC objectives?
	Yes

	2. What is the current situation?  (Background Information  - Facts and Figures)
	
	
	· 

	Description 
	· Dog Walking

	Location
	· Access is good and dog walking takes place along the length of the coast
	· There is unrestricted dog walking along the coast. Access to the shore is via a toll around the Sandwich Bay Estate and the shore is not easily accessible south of here to north of Deal.
	· There is unrestricted dog walking along the entire SPA coast.

	Numbers involved
	· Unknown – estimated at about 500
	· Unknown
	· Unknown

	Frequency of activity 
	· Most dog walkers go 2+ times a day
	
	

	Time of year
	· All year
	· All year
	· All year

	Other information
	· Information collected by Thanet Coastal Wardens and turnstone Researcher

· Research shows that dogs cause the biggest disturbance to wintering birds 

· Information signs installed at main access points near roost sites

· Uncontrolled dogs are a particular problem

· There is a Thanet Dog Association
	
	

	Changes over last 6 years
	· Bird Wardens employed winter 2002/2003

· After initial indications of success the awareness raising posters and articles attempting to reduce this disturbance do not seem to have had a noticeable effect

· New voluntary dog walking code (Thanet Coastal Codes)
	
	

	Likely trends over next 6  years 
	· More education and awareness raising is required in the local community. Continue to put posters up in Coastal Trail tourist information points, libraries and VIC’s during winter months. 

· Streamlining dog control bylaws across all the Thanet Bays should help standardise understanding of when dog walking can take place. 
	
	

	3. What are the current effects of this activity?
	
	
	

	Social, economic and cultural
	Positives

· Exercise for owners, exercise for dogs

· Social activity 

· Brings in income to cafes

· Consistent presence  - helps with security for buildings on and near the shore

· Tourists with dogs think it is a good place to holiday

Negatives 

· Dogs that are out of control can interfere and frighten other shore users and can be dangerous

· Dogs can take balls and chew buoys

	Environment General
	Positive

· Responsible dog owners clean beaches and report information to council e.g. standings or injured seals

· The activity is regular and therefore dog walkers are good at monitoring change

Negative 

· Dog mess has a negative effect on visitors, tourists and other beach users 

· Poop bags/foul bags are thrown on the beach and carried around in the water. Bins are not emptied often enough and overflow

· Dog mess can also affect health

· Dog fouling is a health problem for people and seals coming onto the shore  

· Noise

	SPA

SAC features
	Reef 
	· No known effect 
	
	

	
	Cave
	· No known effect
	
	

	
	Wintering Turnstone and Golden Plover 
	· Results from research show that uncontrolled dogs cause significant disturbance to wintering birds. The latest turnstone disturbance monitoring indicated that dog walking contributed to 47.28% of disturbance across all monitored sites (Mayo, 2006). This prevents birds from feeding or roosting and can impair their survival.  It can also displace flocks to neighbouring bays where they come into conflict with the resident flock distracting both flocks from feeding and so a knock on effect occurs.

· It causes the severest disturbance of any shore activity.

· Research suggests disturbance is the major cause of low fat/muscle scores and possibly the main reason why 60 birds did not migrate last year.  Suggested that 159 individuals did not migrate in 2005 within the SPA.

	
	Little Tern 
	· Disturbance to the breeding little tern is known to have occurred at Plumpudding at a level that could cause breeding failure. Uncontrolled dogs are thought to be one of the contributing factors. Little tern, however, have not bred successfully within the North East Kent European Marine Sites since the late 1990’s.
	· A small number of dog walkers do go up to the nesting area at Shellness however signs are in place during the breeding season and the site is wardened to discourage access. Little tern, however, have not bred successfully within the North East Kent European Marine Sites since the late 1990’s.
	

	SSSI features
	· All shore birds will be affected by disturbance from dogs

	Other  key habitats and species and those of local value
	· Disturbance to skylarks due to changed walking patterns and increased use of the cliff tops

· Dogs also chase rabbit and other mammals

	The functioning of the local Ecosystem 
	· If bird numbers drop it will have an effect on the food chain

	The functioning of adjacent and other ecosystems
	· Disturbance to birds here will affect;

· The number that make it to breeding grounds and breeding success affecting ecosystems where they migrate to

· The health of birds that use this coast as a stop over to wintering grounds further south

	4. What is the current management?
	
	
	

	Organisations responsible for management
	· Thanet District Council 
	· Dover District Council 

· Kent Wildlife Trust 
	· Canterbury City Council 

	Key Documents
	· TDC Dog Bylaws

· Thanet Coastal Codes
	
	

	Existing Management
	· TDC Dog bylaws – restricting or banning dogs from certain bays from April to September for public health reasons.

· Voluntary Dog Walking Code – within the Thanet Coastal Codes.
	· Temporary fencing and signs are erected during the little tern breeding season to deter dog walkers from getting close to the nesting area. 
	· Canterbury City Council has a duty both to make provision and manage dog walking.

	5. Will this management get us to where we want to go – if not why not?
	
	
	

	Will current management deliver the long term vision for this activity 
	· No – not enough is done to promote or enforce the voluntary dog walking code 

· No  - much of the current management is dependant on the TCP which is funded on a short term basis and on volunteer wardens
	
	

	Will current management mean the ecosystem can support this activity over the longterm?
	· Levels of disturbance to birds are still too high and could cause severe long-term problems for the viability of turnstone populations and other wintering species.
	
	

	Gaps in management 
	· More resources are needed for bins, dog wardens and raising awareness and education about issues for humans and wildlife 

· Dog by-laws are good but need enforcing

· Streamline the dog bylaws to be more consistent over whole coastline

Suggest 

·  A local licence scheme for dogs.
	
	

	Gaps in management in relation to the SPA and SAC features
	· More information is needed on the percentage of juvenile turnstone that normally migrate from undisturbed populations. This will provide a comparison to assess whether what happens at Thanet is serious or not. 
	
	

	6. What, if anything, do we want to do?
	
	
	

	Management measures, policies, actions, New ideas or solutions and who will action
	What 
	Who 
	What 
	Who 
	What 
	Who 

	
	Pass on concerns to those in TDC Environmental Health (Dog Wardens) and Cleansing who can do something about dog bins
	TDC 
	Promote Coastal Codes via the ‘Sandwich Bay Observatory Trust’ in the bay or Kent Wildlife Trust
	SBBOT

KWT
	CCC will meet with Natural England to agree action for reducing disturbance to wintering or ground nesting birds, from dog walking where it takes place within the Canterbury part of the SPA 


	CCC 

NE

	
	Promote voluntary Coastal Codes to dog walkers on an ongoing basis and ensure the greater attention is paid to issues of disturbance
	TCP
	
	
	
	

	
	Streamline the dog bylaws with regard to the coast to make more consistent around the bays 
	TDC
	
	
	
	

	Management Measures for SPA and SAC features
	Research what percent of juvenile turnstones should be expected to migrate and assess whether or no this is a problem within the SPA 
	NE

	Likely resource requirement
	 Within the current resources of the TCP provided it continues

TDC will need to find resources for new bins and to review dog bylaws. 
	
	

	7. What is the likely long tem effect of what we want to do on the following?
	
	
	

	Economic Social Environment The functioning of this and adjacent ecosystem s
	· Effects are beneficial.

· Shows better controls and clarity of any dog restrictions in the area. 

· Aids better understanding within dog walking and local community.

· Hopefully reduces impact of dog walking on wintering birds.

· Better environmental awareness should help reduce the disturbance caused by dog walking to the wintering birds. 

· Less displacement of wintering birds to adjacent bays around the coast, or reduction in number of migrating bird populations. 

	8. How will we know if we are going in the right direction?
	
	
	

	Monitoring and who will action
	· Coastal Wardens and TCP will continue to monitor the situation.

· Future turnstone survey research will include types of disturbance.

	Monitoring of SAC and SPA management 
	· NE yearly monitoring of disturbance to turnstones will continue. 

	Likely resource requirements
	· Voluntary surveys (Coastal Warden support through TCP) and NE turnstone research costs. 


3.4 Motorbikes, quadbikes* and mini motos*

	Subject: Motorbikes, quadbikes and mini motos


	

	
	Thanet
	Dover
	Canterbury 

	1. What is the long-term goal? 
	
	
	

	20/20 vision / Main objective
	Motorbikes, quadbikes and mini motos are confined to areas where it is legal and safe to operate them, and where it does not cause damage or disturbance to wildlife 

	Is this compatible with the SPA and SAC objectives?
	Yes
	
	

	2. What is the current situation?  (Background Information  - Facts and Figures)
	
	
	

	Description 
	· Motorbikes, quadbikes and mini motos – motorised all terrain vehicles

	Location
	· Most parts of the Thanet Coast in particular Pegwell Bay, Minnis Bay, Botany Bay, Walpole Bay, Joss Bay

· Generally at low tide on the foreshore and on promenades
	Motorcyclists are not known to go on the shore within the Dover part of the SPA
	Motorcyclists use the surfaced access pathways and the saltmarsh and grassland at Long Rock

	Numbers involved
	· 20-40 approx
	
	

	Frequency of activity 
	· Daily to weekly
	
	Regularly

	Time of year
	· All year
	
	

	Other information
	· High level of anti-social behaviour

· Barriers on former hover port access road at Pegwell Bay have recently been replaced with bollards, which allow much easier access for bikes and mini motos.

· Coastal Wardens who report bikes are encouraged to report to the police each time as well.
	
	

	Changes over last 6 years
	· Significant increase in motorbike/quad bike and mini moto use including Northern Sea wall, Botany Bay and Joss Bay, Pegwell Bay and Nayland Rock

· Go Karts have been seen in Palm Bay on hard sand
	
	

	Likely trends over next 6  years 
	· Police enforcement and extra signs in place

· TDC are looking at developing an inland site for controlled use to draw bikes away from coastal areas.
	
	

	3. What are the current effects of this activity?
	
	
	

	Social, Economic and cultural 
	Positive 

· Young people are developing skills in riding bikes and interest in mechanics (one hours riding and 4 hours maintenance).  

Negative 

· This activity can be dangerous to riders and other shore users. At high speeds motorbikes are very dangerous to all.

· Not all motorised bikes are insured and registered so it is often illegal to be on the road, or along the coast without the landowner’s permission. 

· Transportation vehicles are often parked on double yellow lines e.g. Pegwell. 

The noise and risk is anti social and puts off tourists.

	Environment
	· Pollution, Noise 

· Can cause erosion of the dunes e.g. Botany Bay

	SPA

SAC features
	Reef 
	· No effect likely, as vehicles tend to avoid – but could cause physical damage if they accessed the area across the reef. 
	
	

	
	Cave
	· No effect
	
	

	
	Wintering Turnstone and Golden Plover 
	· Use of the intertidal areas causes disturbance to the turnstone. Recent turnstone disturbance monitoring results indicated that motor vehicles contributed to 9.7% of disturbance across all sites surveyed (Mayo, 2006).

· Birds are most disturbed by fast sudden and noisy objects which are perceived as threatening.  Clearly motorbikes on the beaches in winter could cause disturbance.  

	
	Little Tern 
	· Motorbikes on the sea wall at Plumpudding would cause disturbance to breeding little tern. Little tern, however, have not bred successfully within the North East Kent European Marine Sites since the 1990’s.

	SSSI features
	· Disturbs wintering birds and wildlife 

· Could cause disturbance of other summer breeding birds if the bikes accessed the shingle beach at Plumpudding
	
	

	Other  key habitats and species and those of local value
	· Potential impact on chalk grassland and on coastal footpaths

· Erosion of Sand dunes in Botany Bay
	
	

	The functioning of the local Ecosystem 
	· Potentially high disturbance to wader bird populations within NNR if not managed 
	
	

	The functioning of adjacent ecosystems
	· None known, although has potential for some displacement of bird population
	
	

	4. What is the current management?
	
	
	

	Organisations responsible for management
	Thanet District Council
	
	Canterbury City Council

	Key Documents
	· TDC Seashore Bylaws
	
	

	Existing Management
	· Motor cycling is prohibited on the foreshore and promenades under local bylaws.

· Signs have been erected at Minnis Bay to warn against bikes along the Northern Sea Wall.

· Bylaws are not well enforced.

· There is no current management of motorised bikes. Police have been called out and report it as an incident but otherwise don’t take action. TDC & KCC, both, employ ‘Community Wardens’ who should be able to assist. 
	
	· This activity is not legal and is causing a public safety and noise issue. Canterbury City Council and the Police are working together via schools and clubs to try and resolve the problem.

	5. Will this management get us to where we want to go – if not why not?
	
	
	

	Will current management deliver the long term vision for this activity 
	· No because bylaws are not well enforced
	
	

	Will current management mean the ecosystem can support this activity over the long term?
	· Unlikely that this type of vehicle will be used in the very long term – there will be new types of vehicles.  

· In the long-term sea levels will be too high for it to occur on the shore much of the time.   
	
	

	Gaps in management 
	· Public confusion exists as to whom to contact to report incidents.

· Recognise that if young people want to do this activity it should be provided for in a controlled area and managed in a way that minimises negative effects on others – but acknowledge that cost of Health and Safety implications.

· Bikes can still get through the new barriers at Pegwell Bay and access Northern Sea Wall area from Minnis Bay car park. 

· The council needs more resources to manage the problem

· Dunes in Botany Bay seem to be considered too remote for action 

Suggestions

·  TDC need to find ‘inland’ sites for bikes / motos.
	
	

	Gaps in management in relation to the SPA and SAC features
	· Research shows there is significant level of disturbance to birds from this activity (almost 10% of the disturbance) in hot spot areas such as Pegwell Bay or the Northern Sea Wall, however, overall, the rest of the coast has a low level of incidents. 
	
	

	6. What, if anything, do we want to do?
	
	
	

	Management measures, policies, actions, New ideas or solutions and who will action
	What 
	Who 
	What 
	Who 
	What 
	Who 

	
	Review the risks to people and disturbance to wildlife and agree definite action to reduce the problem – perhaps through existing ‘Safety Partnerships’.


	NE

TCP Police TCD
	
	
	CCC will meet with Natural England to agree action for reducing disturbance to wintering or ground nesting birds, from  mini motos where it takes place within the Canterbury part of the SPA 


	CCC 

NE

	
	TDC to raise issues  to  explore suggestions for providing a designated site for this activity


	TDC
	
	
	
	

	Management Measures for SPA and SAC features
	See above 
	
	
	
	
	

	7. What is the likely long tem effect of what we want to do on the following?
	
	
	

	Economic Social Environment
	Better management and provision of alternative locations will lead to less impact on people and wildlife whilst providing for the activity.
	
	

	8. How will we know if we are going in the right direction?
	
	
	

	Monitoring and who will action
	· Thanet Coastal Wardens will help to monitor activities around the coast.

· Explore the possibility of Police listing the number of reported incidents on the coast. 
	
	

	Monitoring of SAC and SPA management 
	Yearly monitoring of turnstone disturbance will identify any potential issues related to motorbikes, quadbikes and mini motos.
	
	

	Likely resource requirements
	TDC for designated site and management – but outside the scope of this Management Scheme. Monitoring costs (TCP, NE) absorbed into future monitoring proposals. 
	
	


3.5 Organised Recreational Events e.g. fireworks displays, powerboat events, air shows

Dover:  No activities of this sort take place  

Canterbury:  A programme of events and walks are organised by Kent Wildlife Trust and covered in section 6.10.4.  No other events take place within the SPA part of the coast.
	Subject: Organised Recreational Events


	

	
	Thanet

	1. What is the long-term goal? 
	

	20/20 vision / Main objective
	Events are well organised and well run and attract good numbers of visitors without negatively affecting wildlife or other activities.  The range of events has increased and is more relevant, original, unusual, and include events for all age groups.  

	Is this compatible with the SPA and SAC objectives?
	It will depend on the type and scale of the activity 

	2. What is the current situation?  (Background Information  - Facts and Figures)
	

	Description 
	· Organised Recreational Events e.g. Fireworks, power boat events, air show etc

	Location
	· Main Bays including:

· Ramsgate Harbour

· Ramsgate Main Sands

· Viking Bay

· Palm Bay

· Margate Main Sand

· Various on coastline

	Numbers involved
	· 100’s-1000’s of spectators

	Frequency of activity 
	· At least weekly in summer with 50 to 60 events per year

	Time of year
	· Mainly summer months - limited winter activities

	Other information
	· Site management statement for Thanet Coast sent to events officer with guidance on timing and location of winter events. To be followed up with meeting.

	Changes over last 6 years
	· Firework displays have become more frequent over the summer months. The Thanet Air Show has become an annual event again at Palm Bay.

· There has been an Increase in the number of events

	Likely trends over next 6  years 
	· Further increases expected

	3. What are the current effects of this activity?
	

	Social, economic and cultural
	Positive

· Social connections – sense of community - brings people together

· Shared interests

· Increased income to the area

· Keeps young people occupied (and off the streets)

· Free and accessible

· Community buzz

· Cultural activities linked with the coast

Negatives 

· Traffic congestion

· Sustainability

· Litter

	Environment 
	· Will depend on the type of activity 

	SPA

SAC features
	Reef 
	· No known effect

	
	Cave
	· No known effect

	
	Wintering Turnstone and Golden Plover 
	· Has the potential to disturb wintering birds depending on the nature, location and timing of the activity

	
	Little Tern 
	· No known effect on breeding little terns. Little tern, however, have not bred successfully within the North East Kent European Marine Sites since the late 1990’s.

	SSSI features
	· Possible disturbance to breeding birds

	Other  key habitats and species and those of local value
	· Disturbance to birds on cliffs



	The functioning of the local Ecosystem 
	· Effects will be event specific but given events are discussed with Natural England there should not be any significant problem

	The functioning of adjacent ecosystems
	· As above 

	4. What is the current management?
	

	Organisations responsible for management
	· Thanet District Council

	Key Documents
	· Event Guidelines, Civil Contingencies Act

· Site management statement from NE

	Existing Management
	· Emergency Management groups TDC

	5. Will this management get us to where we want to go – if not why not?
	

	Will current management deliver the long term vision for this activity 
	· The perception of stakeholders is that things are better than they were but there is room for improvement. Some events need rejuvenation.  Sometimes there is not enough consultation or groups involved in planning and they need to be done in a way that minimises the negative effects.

· There is generally a lack of events for young people in the area

Suggest:

· There needs to be more variety e.g. for young people, into the evenings, indoor events, to extend the season.

· Have more winter activities

· Speak with others to establish best practice and find new ideas

· Link in with and involve more groups to discuss the use of the beaches in the area -an ongoing dialogue with user groups to explore opportunities, ideas and impacts.

· Use the local radio more 

	Will current management mean the ecosystem can support this activity over the long term?
	· These events can continue over the long-term provided negative impacts are taken into account and minimised 

· Over the very long-term the beaches will get narrower which will affect what can happen

	Gaps in management 
	· Get more input from young people

· There is sometimes insufficient consideration of impacts on the environment and other interests 

	Gaps in management in relation to the SPA and SAC features
	· More information required on the cumulative impacts of events on the features of importance

	6. What, if anything, do we want to do?
	

	Management measures, policies, actions, New ideas or solutions and who will action
	What 
	Who 

	
	Increase the variety and extend the seasonal timing of events (provided it does not impact wintering birds)
	TDC

	
	Liaise more with other groups and interests over ideas and impacts
	TDC

	
	Carry out an impact assessment on the environment and wildlife
	TDC

	
	Use bylaws about littering
	

	Management Measures for SPA and SAC features
	Advise on any cumulative effects of events on the features of importance
	NE

	Likely resource requirement
	Within current resources 

	7. What is the likely long tem effect of what we want to do on the following?
	

	Social Economic and Cultural 
	· It will bring more money to local business 

· Sponsorship

· More economically sustainable

· Keep people employed for a longer season

· Depending on activity it  could help people be more healthy and improve lifestyle

	Environment
	· A negative is that increased activities will increase pressure on the built and natural environment

	8. How will we know if we are going in the right direction?
	

	Monitoring and who will action
	Thanet Coast Project and Thanet District Council

	Monitoring of SAC and SPA management 
	If negative impacts resulting from recreational events are identified, monitoring programs will need to be initiated. 

	Likely resource requirements
	Minimal


3.6 Informal (i.e. not organised) walking, rock pooling, beach combing and beach barbecues

	Subject:   Walking, rockpooling, informal beach combing, beach barbecues


	

	
	Thanet
	Dover
	Canterbury 

	1. What is the long-term goal? 
	
	
	

	20/20 vision / Main objective
	Encourage and promote the responsible use of the shore for informal recreation and outdoor experiences on beaches that are clean and beautiful 

	Is this compatible with the SPA and SAC objectives?
	It will depend on the type and scale of the activity and whether or not environmental consideration is taken into account

	2. What is the current situation?  (Background Information  - Facts and Figures)
	
	
	

	Description 
	· Walking, rock pooling, informal beach combing, beach barbecues

	Location
	· All around the coast

· Beach barbecues – mainly in the main bays
	· Access to the shore is via a toll around the Sandwich Bay Estate and the shore is not easily accessible south of here to north of Deal
	· There is unrestricted access to the entire SPA

	Numbers involved 
	· There are 127,000 local residents, 600,000 long stay visitors to the area, 1.7 million short stay visitors to the area, most will visit the shore (figures from Management Scheme ‘01) 
	· Not known
	· The Canterbury District coastal towns have a resident population of about 68.000. There are an estimated 710,000 day trips to these towns each year. Many will visit the shore within the SPA (figures from Management Scheme ’01)

	Frequency of activity 
	· This kind of activity used to be primarily a summer activity but there is an increase in winter activity with improvements in outdoor protective clothing

· Beach barbecues – daily during summer and now occasionally in winter

	Changes over last 6 years
	· Walking – perceived increase in numbers walking, walking buses encourage kids to walk

· Informal beach combing – mainly spring / summer but increasingly all year round

· Beach barbecues – large increase (often to later in the evening) since the introduction of disposable barbecues 

· At Thanet it is thought there have been changes in the distribution of sand with dunes building up in some locations and rock pools being covered  

	Likely trends over next 6  years 
	· Walking likely to increase as part of promoting healthy living

· Increasing events and educational activities 

	3. What are the current effects of this activity?
	
	
	

	Social, economic and cultural
	Positives 

· Brings people to the area - Tourists bring an income

· Free way to get healthy and enjoy the outdoors 

· Beach BBQ’s keep you warm

· Social connectedness – informal and formal via walks and talks  - family and social activities

· Inspiration for artists, photographers e.g. sand sculpture events at Thanet 

· Increased awareness helps people to act responsibly 

Negatives 

· Barbecues and related debris is left behind and affects wildlife

· Alcohol and violence 

· Litter and cigarette ends

	Environment General
	· Promotes awareness generally  - starting with being outdoors in an informal way can lead to interest in field studies and then a broader environmental interest and care 

· At Thanet it has led to people volunteering to be wardens who are now monitoring the environment and wildlife

· Hands on opportunity for children 

· They can be inspired to come to organised events and develop from an early age a long-term concern for the environment 

	SPA

SAC features
	Reef 
	· Potential for trampling and erosion effects

· Walking across the reef causes damage to the habitat by dislodging and crushing marine plants and animals.  Summer activities such as walking, rock pooling, informal beach combing, will have this effect but there is currently no information to suggest this is causing significant deterioration of the reef.
	
	

	
	Cave
	· Visitors to the caves carve graffiti into the chalk surface, however, this is rapidly colonised by the marine algae and is not thought to cause significant damage.
	
	

	
	Wintering Turnstone and Golden Plover 
	· Disturbance to wintering turnstone. Recent turnstone disturbance monitoring grouped walkers and dog-walkers together and showed that there were quite significant amounts of disturbance relating from these activities. The greatest disturbance, however, did result from dog-walkers.  
	
	

	
	Little Tern 
	· Little tern are ground nesting birds and are sensitive to disturbance.   Eggs and chicks are well camouflaged and can be crushed by trampling.  Disturbance to the little tern at Plumpudding has affected breeding success. Little tern, however, have not bred successfully within the North East Kent European Marine Sites since the late 1990’s.
	· Human disturbance at Shellness has contributed to failure of little tern to breed. Little tern, however, have not bred successfully within the North East Kent European Marine Sites since the late 1990’s.
	

	SSSI features
	· Causes less disturbance to wildlife than many other forms of recreation

· Has the potential to cause disturbance to wintering or nesting birds

	Other  key habitats and species and those of local value 
	· See text under reef 
	
	

	The functioning of the local Ecosystem 
	· No known effect
	
	

	The functioning of adjacent ecosystems
	· No known effect
	
	

	4. What is the current management?
	
	
	

	Organisations responsible for management
	· Thanet District Council

· Thanet Coast Project 

· Management Group
	· Dover District Council

· Kent Wildlife Trust
	· Canterbury City Council



	Key Documents
	· Seashore Code within the voluntary Thanet Coastal Codes

· NE Kent European marine sites Management Scheme

· Bylaws for BBQs on beaches
	
	

	Existing Management
	
	· During the little tern breeding season temporary fencing with signs are erected in the NNR in order to deter walkers from getting close to the nesting area.  
	

	5. Will this management get us to where we want to go – if not why not?
	
	
	

	Will current management deliver the long term vision for this activity 
	· Yes
	
	

	Will current management mean the ecosystem can support this activity over the long term?
	· Yes 
	
	

	Gaps in management and suggestions for action


	· Compared to before, these activities are well managed and there is an organisation that takes an interest.
	
	

	Gaps in management in relation to the SPA and SAC features
	· None identified
	
	

	New Ideas for Management


	Suggestions for action

BBQ’s 

· Need to advise beach bbq users about clearing up after themselves and not leaving glass and plastic or the disposal barbecues where they can affect wildlife 

· Propose designated areas for barbecues 

· Anti social behaviour due to alcohol abuse can be an issue and needs managing

Info 

· Lifeguards act as information points

· Information boards that help visitors make decisions beneficial to the coast and its wildlife.

Litter 

· Use bylaws against littering

Public Art (link with section 7)

· Invest in public art -  create landmarks and features to encourage people to walk to them (link with interpretation of the coast)

· Invest in a safe connectable route around the coast.
	Tern Breeding sites

It is important to maintain management of tern breeding sites even if they have not bred in recent years because terns are known to move their breeding sites periodically and the sites they have been at recently may become less favoured for whatever reason.
	

	6. What, if anything, do we want to do?
	
	
	

	Management measures, policies, actions, New ideas or solutions and who will action
	What 
	Who 
	What 
	Who 
	What 
	Who 

	
	Explore idea of public art project 
	TDC, NE and others
	
	
	
	

	
	Designate areas for barbeques – and encourage removal of all litter.
	TDC
	
	
	
	

	
	TCP to run a training day for lifeguards in understanding the importance of wildlife on our coast. 
	TCP
	
	
	
	

	Management Measures for SPA and SAC features
	None identified
	
	
	
	
	

	Likely resource requirement
	· Minimal
	
	

	7. What is the likely long tem effect of what we want to do on the following?
	
	
	

	Economic & Social Environment
	· Need to be careful not to attract people to less resilient areas or habitats - if people are directed to quieter areas it would spread the disturbance to wildlife 

· More people and more litter would mean the need for greater maintenance 
	
	

	The functioning of this ecosystem 
	No known effect 
	
	

	8. How will we know if we are going in the right direction?
	
	
	

	Monitoring and who will action
	Part of Thanet Coastal Warden monitoring 
	
	

	Monitoring of SAC and SPA management 
	Yearly monitoring of Turnstone disturbance will identify any potential issues related to walking, rockpooling, informal beach combing and beach barbecues. 
	
	

	Likely resource requirements
	· Minimal
	
	


3.7 Rollerblading* / Skateboarding/BMX Stunt bikes

	Subject: Rollerblading 


	

	
	Thanet
	Dover
	Canterbury 

	1. What is the long-term goal? 
	
	
	

	20/20 vision / Main objective
	Rollerblading and skate boarding are active sports welcomed at locations and times where they do not pose a risk to other users or disturb roosting birds.

	Is this compatible with the SPA and SAC objectives?
	Yes 
	
	

	2. What is the current situation?  (Background Information  - Facts and Figures)
	
	
	

	Description 
	· Rollerblading, skateboarding, BMX stunt biking

	Location
	· Promenades 

· Ramsgate Main Sands

· Ramsgate Casino shelter

	Numbers involved
	· Groups of maximum 20

	Frequency of activity 
	· Weekly in the summer

	Time of year
	· All year

	Other information
	· Small groups gather occasionally to practice tricks/jumps on the promenades, often with BMX style bikes as well

· It has not come up as an anti-social issue. No complaints reported through the TCWS.

	Changes over last 6 years
	· Not as common as it was, due to several skate parks opening up in-land across Thanet

	Likely trends over next 6  years 
	· More play grounds to open up in-land, which may continue to have an effect on skating around the coast

· Sports officer (TDC) researching mobile skate park facility to move around various Thanet areas

	3. What are the current effects of this activity?
	

	Social, Economic and cultural 
	· An active sport for young people

· Youngsters compete over doing tricks  - not over antisocial behaviour

	Environment
	· No effect

	SPA

SAC features
	Reef 
	· No effect
	
	

	
	Cave
	· No effect
	
	

	
	Wintering Turnstone and Golden Plover 
	· Potential to disturb roosting turnstone when they use the sea walls 

	
	Little Tern 
	· No effect

	SSSI features
	· None identified

	Other  key habitats and species and those of local value
	· None identified

	The functioning of the local Ecosystem 
	· None identified

	The functioning of adjacent ecosystems
	· None identified

	Other
	· None identified

	4. What is the current management?
	
	
	

	Organisations responsible for management
	· Thanet District Council
	· Dover District Council
	· Canterbury City Council

	Key Documents
	
	
	

	Existing Management
	· Provision of alternative sites away from the sea walls/promenades e.g. Warre Recreation Ground, Ramsgate
	
	

	5. Will this management get us to where we want to go – if not why not?
	
	
	

	Gaps in management 
	None identified 

	Gaps in management in relation to the SPA and SAC features
	None identified

	6. What, if anything, do we want to do?
	
	
	

	Management measures, policies, actions, New ideas or solutions and who will action
	What 
	Who 
	What 
	Who 
	What 
	Who 

	
	Provide guidance for young people who want to carry out this activity as to safe locations and safe equipment
	TDC
	
	
	
	

	Management Measures for SPA and SAC features
	None identified

	7. What is the likely long tem effect of what we want to do on the following?
	
	
	

	Economic; Social; Environment
	It will encourage safety

	8. How will we know if we are going in the right direction?
	
	
	

	Monitoring and who will action
	Thanet Coastal Wardens will help to monitor activities around the coast.  
	
	

	Monitoring of SAC and SPA management 
	None required


3.8 Horse riding  

	Subject:  Horse riding 


	

	
	Thanet
	Dover
	Canterbury 

	1. What is the long-term goal? 
	
	
	

	20/20 vision / Main objective
	Riding is welcome on the shore in good weather because it is carried out without risk to other users or effects on the wildlife 

	Is this compatible with the SPA and SAC objectives?
	Yes
	
	

	2. What is the current situation?  (Background Information  - Facts and Figures)
	
	
	

	Description 
	· Horse Riding 

	Location
	· Popular locations for horse–riding are: Minnis Bay, Westbrook Bay, Margate Main Sands, Palm Bay, Joss Bay and Botany Bay.

· Plumpudding Island Equestrian Centre has closed for general hire use
	· Horse riding takes place on the beach to the south of Sandwich Bay.

· It has been suggested that the hunt also go onto the beach in this location.
	· It has been suggested that riding takes place on the beach at Reculver but the local authority are unable to confirm this.

	Numbers involved
	· Unknown
	· Unknown
	· Minimal

	Frequency of activity 
	· Weekly
	
	· Unknown

	Time of year
	· All year

· Summer 7.30 to 8.30 am and after 7.00pm

· Winter 8.30am to 4.40pm.
	
	· All year, weather dependant

	Other information
	· Suitable survey technique being developed 
	
	· The beach at Reculver is very uneven with exposed rocks and it is thought unlikely that it is used for riding.

	Changes over last 6 years
	· Seems to be consistent – although ‘horse culture’ is increasing in the area (at Manston, Nash Road and Pegwell to Cliffsend clifftop).

· Thanet Coastal Wardens have been collecting beach data since November 04. 
	
	· Not known

	Likely trends over next 6  years 
	· Same as before
	
	· Not known

	3. What are the current effects of this activity?
	· 
	
	

	Social, economic and cultural
	· It is a healthy out door activity

· Horses on the shore add to the character of the area

· It is another activity for tourists

· Possible issues of safety for beach users

	Environment General
	· Anecdotal evidence of horses cantering across beaches putting coastal waders on the sand near the tide-line to flight. This disturbance, however, would be extremely rare as horses tend to ride on the beach at low tide and can’t ride across the shingle. 
	
	· Not known

	SPA

SAC features
	Reef 
	· No effect as horses will not be ridden on the reef

	
	Cave
	· No effect 

	
	Wintering Turnstone and Golden Plover 
	· No incidence of horse riding noted effecting Turnstone or Golden Plover.

	
	Little Tern 
	· No incidence of horse riding noted to affect breeding birds – as horse riding avoids the shingle itself. Little tern, however, have not bred successfully within the North East Kent European Marine Sites since the late 1990’s.

	SSSI features
	· Very little anecdotal evidence of horse riding effecting wintering birds

· Birds are thought to be less bothered by horses than people 

	Other  key habitats and species and those of local value 
	· No known effect 

	The functioning of the local Ecosystem 
	· No known effect

	The functioning of adjacent ecosystems
	· No known effect

	4. What is the current management?
	
	· 
	· 

	Organisations responsible for management
	· Thanet District Council
	· Dover District Council
	· Canterbury City Council

	Key Documents
	· Thanet Coastal Codes

· TDC Seashore bylaws
	
	· Byelaws from the 1800s need revising. Planned Codes in 2007.

	Existing Management
	· TDC bylaw on horse riding which makes it an offence to ride a horse on the seashore between 1 May – 30 Sept (incl.) in any year between the hours of 9.00am and 7.00 pm for reasons of public safety. 

· Voluntary Horse Riding Code (within Thanet Coastal Codes).
	
	· Not known

	5. Will this management get us to where we want to go – if not why not?
	
	
	

	Will current management deliver the long term vision for this activity 
	· Yes

	Will current management mean the ecosystem can support this activity over the long term?
	· This activity has no known effect on the local ecosystem

	Gaps in management 
	· The levels of horse riding are low and bylaws and voluntary coastal codes are sufficient.

	Gaps in management in relation to the SPA and SAC features
	· As above  - no further action required 


