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1. Introduction 

!nw 



The aim of this project is to set up and maintain an ongoing process to record the distribution, impact and 
control of selected Non Native Species within the inter-tidal zone of the NEKMPA thereby enabling the 
Management Group to make informed decisions regarding species management. 
 

Mmf Kfln¦¨f¥ 
The prime function of the register is to provide the NEKMPA Management Group and the MPA officer with 
a summary of the condition of the NEKMPA inter-tidal zone in terms of the distribution, impact and control 
of selected Non Native Species.  In addition, open access to the register is made available on-line to 
interested organizations and individuals via the NEKMPA website:  www.thanetcoast.org.uk 
Contact MPA Officer Tony Child:  tony.child@thanet.gov.uk 
 

Kfln¦¨f¥ >YxYlfwfx¨ 
The register is issued and maintained under documentation control by NEKSCAG and is an agenda item 
included in the Non Native Species section of NEKSCAG meetings. This provides an opportunity to discuss 
progress, make adjustments to the process and add or remove selected species. The register is managed 
on behalf of NEKSCAG by Willie McKnight. The process is “future proof” to facilitate the inclusion of 
additional new arrivals selected by NEKSCAG. 
 

3¥f¤©fxb± 
To launch the project, Issue 1 of the register contains baseline and control data for 5 Non Native Species 
selected by Natural England in 2011. These are: 

● Pacific Oyster >YlYvvYxY lnlY¦ 
● Wireweed LY¥lY¦¦©w w©¨nb©w 
● Carpet Sea Squirt ,ndfwx©w ®f°nvv©w 
● Chinese Mitten Crab .¥nzbmfn¥ ¦nxfx¦n¦ 
● Wakame NxdY¥nY ¢nxxY¨nkndY 

The register is re-issued annually on the 31st of December. New issues include amendments approved by 
NEKSCAG during the current year. Previous issues are archived on the website to provide access to historic 
data. 
 

,Y¨Y  
To ensure the integrity of the data, the register is compiled entirely with survey data recorded in 
compliance with the methodology stated in Natural England’s Non Native Species project which was 
launched within the NEKMPA in 2011. Field data must therefore be gathered by surveyors who have 
attended the associated Non Native Species training course. All surveys are conducted using standard 
approved methodology. Survey data is therefore quantifiable, evidence based and auditable to it’s source. 
Control data is sourced from Coastbusters volunteers (Natural England and KWT teams). Observations 
reported from non-trained sources are filtered initially by the MPA officer. Those considered viable are 
raised at NEKSCAG for assessment and possible field survey.  
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2. Distribution and Impact by Selected Non Native Species. 



Table 2.1 shows distribution and impact by species. Species status is indicated per site by an Impact Factor 
score in the range of 0-48.  0 = species not seen. The section score is the sum of site scores located within 
the section. The Impact Factor consists of 4 scored components, Peak Density, Area Affected, Substrate 
Type and Native Species Affected. Impact Factor refers only to wildlife impact. 

 

Table 2.1 Distribution and impact by species. 
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2. Distribution and Impact by Selected Non Native Species. 



Figure 2.1 shows distribution and impact of >YlYvvYxY lnlY¦ by NEKMPA section. 

 

Figure 2.1 Distribution of >YlYvvYxY lnlY¦ by Impact Factor per NEKMPA Section. 

 

Figure 2.2 shows distribution and impact of LY¥lY¦¦©w w©¨nb©w by NEKMPA section. 

 

Figure 2.2 Distribution of LY¥lY¦¦©w w©¨nb©w by Impact Factor per NEKMPA Section. 
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2. Distribution and Impact by Selected Non Native Species. 

Figure 2.3 shows distribution and impact of ,ndfwx©w ®f°nvv©w by NEKMPA section. 

 

Figure 2.3 Distribution of ,ndfwx©w ®f°nvv©w by Impact Factor per NEKMPA Section. 

 

Figure 2.4 shows distribution and impact zk .¥nzbmfn¥ ¦nxfx¦n¦ by NEKMPA section. 

 

Figure 2.4 Distribution of .¥nzbmfn¥ ¦nxfx¦n¦ by Impact Factor per NEKMPA Section. 
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2. Distribution and Impact by Selected Non Native Species. 

Figure 2.5 shows distribution and impact of NxdY¥nY ¢nxxY¨nkndY by NEKMPA section. 

 

Figure 2.5 Distribution of NxdY¥nY ¢nxxY¨nkndY by Impact Factor per NEKMPA Section. 

Figure 2.6 compares the total Impact Factor per species within the NEKMPA. 

 

Figure 2.6 Impact Factor comparison by species within the NEKMPA. 
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