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Coastal Project’s Log
elcome to this celebratory newsletter. This
year marks a decade of local action for the
North East Kent European marine site (NEKEMS)
and the Thanet Coast Project (TCP) – the
initiative identified by local people to help raise
awareness, work with the community, run
wildlife-related events and keep people informed
of NEKEMS progress.
There have been many memorable projects and
events along the way (see pages 12 and 13). We
hope that some of these happy memories have been
shared with you, as we find ways to reduce our
impact on the coast through a variety of activities.
In this newsletter, you will see that we have had
quite a few changes. With one of our main funds
ending (page 6), the team has just two full-time
members of staff. So, more than ever, we rely on
our enthusiastic volunteers (page 4) and supporters
on the coast.
A new successful funding project ‘Footprints in
the Sand’ (FITS) means that more of our events will
be aimed at community groups, rather than the
general public (see page 3).
However, we have listened to you, and will
continue to run a programme of public events which
will gradually be paid for by a nominal charge
7 to 11).
The success and achievements of the TCP and
NEKEMS action plan is thanks to the involvement
and dedication of so many people, often volunteers –
over the last decade. I’d also like to thank our many
sponsors and donors: from KCC Member grants to
Pfizer Ltd for their support over the last few years;
Cummins Power Generation Ltd for support of the
volunteer warden programme; and to E-on and
Vattenfall for funding this newsletter. The huge
London Array Wind Farm is one of the latest marine
employers in our area (page 11).
Tony Child
Manager
Suzie Hooper
‘Footprints in the Sand’ Project Officer
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Community action – page 5

Spotting the dangers – page 6

Seashore Safari – listings page 8

Ten years of TCP – page 12

Shorelines news – page 14

The focus of the Thanet Coast Project’s work is changing as we make …

Footprints in the Sand

Footprints in the Sand

he Footprints in the Sand
partnership will be working
with local community groups,
breaking down barriers to access
and helping them to learn about
and enjoy the health benefits of
being out and about on the area’s
largest open greenspace!
Suzie Hooper, the Project Officer,
started work in March 2011 and
launched straight into school excursions to the coast for Science Week.
St Peter’s and Salmestone Primary
School children used identification
equipment to explore the rockpools
and strandline, and took part in beach
art activities amidst the sea mist!
The school and community group
organised excursions to the coast are
particularly popular, but additional
activities are building up fast.
Events launched this spring were the
successful Beach Fun Day for 8-18 year
olds on Margate Main Sands, Toddle on
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the Beach for the very young and also
a Fit & Healthy Day on Ramsgate
Beach that catered for all ages.
One of our newest features is the
setting up and running of a Coastal
Community Beach Hut with a family
‘safe zone’, surrounded by a small
picket fence. It is set up and equipped
thanks to sponsorship from Orbit
South, Riverside Housing, and
Brewers; Thanet Sports team and
Thanet Leisureforce for the beach hut
itself, and Extended Schools Services
with Hartsdown Technological College
for design and painting!
The project will run until Sept 2013
with support through Natural England’s
‘Access to Nature’ programme, as part
of the Big Lottery Fund’s Changing
Spaces.
We welcome back Nora Aldous and
Jasmin Rose as part-time support staff
to help.

Margate Fun Day

– partnership at its best!
FITS partners are: Thanet Coast Project • Thanet District Council Sports Team • Kent
County Council Children’s Centres – Thanet • Millmead Children’s Centre Partnership
Limited • Orbit South Housing Association • Kent Extended Schools Services – Thanet •
East Kent Mencap • NHS Eastern and Coastal Kent and East Kent • Natural England
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ON-LINE AND ON FORM!
ew volunteers were
welcomed through the spring
induction – but this time, following
warden suggestions, a buddy
scheme has been set up to help
new volunteers contact their local
buddy-friendly warden to get
advice, share issues or just
introduce themselves!
Great news that many of you have
been waiting for – our revised ‘online’
activity survey and brand new incident
reporting form is finally here! We have
worked with council staff to make it
possible for you to enter your ‘activity
survey’ data online, but also for you to
test out the ‘incident’ reporting,
before we consider making it available
to the public. Incident reporting allows
two options – reports of shellfish
harvesting and fixed nets on the shore
- or wildlife observations. You can also
upload a photo to show the incident or

Thanet Coastal Wardens
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COASTAL WARDEN ACTIVITIES
Optional activities 2011
• Wildlife Photography Workshop
(23 July)
• Rocky Shore Safaris & summer
events (July-Aug)
• Beach Litter Survey Training
(1 Sept)
• FITS and Kent Coastal Week
event volunteers
• Shoresearch Westgate/Margate
(19 Nov)
• Annual Warden Event (24 Nov)
Core module training 2012
• New Induction (March 2012 TBC)
• Introduction to Seashore Life
Study Day (May 2012 TBC)

ShoreSearch Special for wardens

observation. If you haven’t received
training or email, please let us know!
This year’s training has included
‘Advanced Shorelife Identification’ and
‘Quadrat and Transect Training’ with
the Kent Wildlife Trust’s marine team,
so you can help record the location
and type of seaweed and animal life
found on the shore, giving us baseline
information to compare in future years
as the natural community changes and
the chalk dissolves.
‘In your patch’ informal catch-ups in
June were a popular chance to meet
other wardens in your area and share
issues. We look forward to sharing
suggestions and feedback at the next
Autumn Annual Forum – but the new
monthly email update has
commenced!
2011 is an exciting year for volunteer
opportunities as we embark on new
community ‘Footprints in the Sand’
(FITS) events (page 3). We need your
help to deliver coastal community
events. If you’ve been thinking about
expanding your role as a coastal
warden, now’s your chance!

Beachwatch Big Weekend
Join in events on 17 and 18
September 2011– these are the
only national volunteer beach
clean-up and surveys to be held in
the UK. The TCP supports and
promotes the scheme locally,
which is run by the Marine
Conservation Society. In 2011 we
would like to target surveys and
cleans at 15 of our beaches, and
will be running a free training
workshop on 1 September for
volunteer wardens and interested
individuals. Get in contact to find
out more!
In 2010, plastics made up over
half of all litter found – an
increase of 135% since the
survey began in 1994. Plastics
may take thousands of years to
fully break down, so pose a
continual threat to marine wildlife.

Ruth Cutler’s Sea Garden
Beach Litter Fence

Cummin’ round again!

Community Action

COMMUNITY
ACTION

GO WESTbrook!
Over 60 people turned out despite the
cold to help with digging beds, clearing
rubbish, raking grass and planting at the
Westbrook Undercliff Nature Park. The
Thanet Coast Project worked in
partnership with Kent Wildlife Trust and
Thanet Council, providing rakes, spades,
wheelbarrows and beach cleaning
equipment. A new sign is in place,
thanks to a grant from former Margate
mayor Mick Tomlinson. Get in touch if
you would like to volunteer to take part
in future tasks.

Staff from Cummins have braved all
sorts of weather conditions to be
involved in a variety of volunteering
opportunities – including beach cleans
along the northern sea wall from
Birchington to Reculver, and at Pegwell
Bay. They have also completed surveys
along all the bays in Thanet to find out
how the coastal environment is being
used by the public. We would like to
thank Cummins staff for all their hard
work – and the company’s kind support
of the volunteer programme.
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Wrapping Up!
hanks to the final bit of funding from the Big Lottery Fund, the three
year Child’s Play programme wound up with a last season of Water
Safety Lectures and Eco Clubs all around Thanet in 2011.

Coastal Drift: Reviewing the Coastal Codes

T
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Spotting the dangers!
As we live in a coastal area, it’s vital
that children understand how to play
safely on the beach. Working with the
RNLI, Thanet Leisureforce and Joss
Bay Surf School, we spoke to over
5300 children in 2011, helping them to
recognise some of the dangers and
what to do if they get into trouble or
spot someone who needs help. The
Thanet Water Safety video can be
viewed at: www.thanetcoast.org.uk

Treasures of the deep
Students from Northdown, Newington
and St Ethelbert’s primary schools
enjoyed the chance to think creatively
about the sea and participate in Eco
Clubs with Art for All and
Scandalmongers storytellers. Some
students made treasure chests filled
with a clay piece of something precious
from the sea. Others practised their
performance skills, making up tales of
sea creatures with powers to save the
day when something goes amiss on
the high seas!

Thanet Water Safety Sessions teamwork

Water Safety mural at St Ethelbert’s

COASTAL EVENTS 2011/2012

KEYS TO THE COAST
A
C
F
G
M
O
V
W
Y
C

Art Event
Cycle Event
Family Event
Guided Walk
Meeting/Workshop
‘Other’ Events
Volunteer Task
Wildlife-related
Youth Event
For cycle rides, please ensure your
bike is roadworthy or the leader
may refuse to take you! We also
recommend riders wear helmets
and this is compulsory for children.
V For volunteer tasks wear stout
footwear and suitable clothing
(waterproofs/wind proofs,
depending on the weather). Gloves
and bags will be provided.
F Suitable for children and families.
Children must be accompanied by
a responsible adult.
Booking is essential for many TCP
events. Places are limited, so please
reserve your place online under
‘What’s On’ at
www.thanetcoast.org.uk
If you do not have internet access,
you can book through Visit Thanet on
01843 577577.

TCP – Thanet Coast Project
01843 577672

www.thanetcoast.org.uk
RCP – Reculver Country Park
07747 4743§61
KWT – Kent Wildlife Trust
01622 662012

www.kentwildlifetrust.co.uk
Turner Contemporary
Rendezvous, Margate CT9 1HG
www.turnercontemporary.org

WHAT ELSE?
Look at the variety of events on
www.visitthanet.co.uk or for
young people at
www.thanetyouthmatters.co.uk
or www.engagethanet.co.uk

Coastal Events

lways wear suitable clothing and
shoes for outdoor events. Bring
drinks, sun-block/hats in hot weather or
wear windproof and warmer clothing in
winter. Most are not too physically
demanding and would suit a variety of
ages, but check details, as longer events
may require more careful preparation.
More details online.

A

More wildlife event information
can be found at
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk
and Sandwich Bay Bird
Observatory Trust
www.sbbot.co.uk or
At Ramsgate’s Royal Harbour there
are offshore wildlife excursions –
see Kent Coastal Week (22-30
Oct). Many trips are run by local
companies, such as Galleon
Cruises 07740 071015
www.galleoncruises.com;
Horizon Sea Safaris 07931 744788
www.horizonseasafaris.co.uk;
Sea Searcher 07837 562076
www.seasearcher.co.uk. Additional
trips run from Sandwich Quay
(Riverbus) 07958 376183
www.sandwichriverbus.co.uk
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FW Rocky Shore Safaris 2011
Explore the rocky shore to find and identify
Thanet’s intriguing sea life. Equipment
provided! (2hrs, 4-14s, £2 per person)
Mon 25 July, 1pm
Louisa Bay, Broadstairs CT10 1PU
Meet on slope onto beach
Wed 27 July, 4pm
Nayland Rock, Margate Main Sands CT9 5AJ
Meet by Coastal Community Beach Hut
Fri 29 July, 5.30pm
Botany Bay, Broadstairs CT10 3LG
Meet by Beach Kiosk
Tues 2 Aug, 9.30am
Minnis Bay, Birchington CT7 9QP
Meet: by tidal pool, near chalk cliff
Wed 3 Aug, 9.30
West Bay, Westgate CT8 8QG
Meet: By West Bay Cafe
Fri 5 Aug 10.00
Dumpton Gap, Broadstairs CT10 1TJ
Meet: Bottom of slope to the beach
Book & pay: www.thanetcoast.org.uk

Coastal Events

Y Geology Rocks
Get stuck into a hands-on exploration of the
rocks and fossils of our coast with the Rock
Doc Team. (1hr, 4-11yrs, £2)
3pm Tues 26 July - Margate Main Sands
10am Mon 1 Aug - Ramsgate Main Sands
Book & pay: www.thanetcoast.org.uk
Y Wed 27 July, 2pm (6hrs, 5-18s)
Beach Blast Fun Day - Margate
Varied and fun activities centred around Margate’s
Main Sands. Meet: Coastal Community Beach Hut
(by disability ramp, Nayland Rock end). Just turn
up & sign in! (TCP-FITS Partners/Engage)
C Tues 2 August, 10am (4hrs, 7yrs+; 8 miles & rtn)
Coastal Cycle – Turner to Dickens
Gentle cycle along the scenic Kingsgate and North
Foreland coastline to Broadstairs’ Viking Bay. Meet:
Outside Droit House, Margate Harbour CT9 1JD
Book: www.thanetcoast.org.uk
(TCP/Thanet Cycle Forum)
G Sat 6 August, 11am (2hrs, 14+yrs)
Seaweeds and their Secrets
Everything you ever wanted to know about
seaweeds, hear and ask expert Ian Tittley (Natural
History Museum). Meet: Broadstairs Harbour
Office CT10 1EU (opp. Tartar Frigate Pub)
Book: www.thanetcoast.org.uk
O 5-12 Aug
Broadstairs Folk Week
01843 604080
O 6-7 Aug
Margate Carnival Weekend
01843 293733
G Sun 7 Aug, 11am (2hrs, 14+yrs)
Rock Doc Walk – Kingsgate
Delve into the world of the rocks, chalk cliffs, flints
and fossils. Meet: Outside Fayreness Hotel,
Broadstairs CT10 3LG
Book: www.thanetcoast.org.uk
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O 10-16 Aug
Margate Photofest 2011
www.margateharbourarm.co.uk
Y 11-21 Aug
Lark in the Park
Government Acre, Ramsgate (01843 226232)
A Sat 13 – 30 Aug
SeaART2011
Creative coastal and marine inspired art with works
by local artists, includes children art workshops over
the Monster Bass weekend. Belgian Café,
Ramsgate (TCP)
F Sat 13 Aug & Sun 14 Aug
Monster Bass Festival
Family fun and TCP marine art workshops.
Ramsgate Royal Harbour (07827696061)

ORGANISED LOCAL
COMMUNITY GROUP
EVENTS
The Thanet Coast Project runs
activities for local Thanet groups,
schools and clubs for its ‘Footprints
in the Sand’ project (see page 3).
Contact us if your group would like
to have help to run your own event
or activity on the coast.
O Sun 14 Aug
Manston Fly Past
01843 821940
O Wed 17 Aug
Broadstairs Water Gala
01227 700894
F Family Sailing Taster Sessions
(2hrs, 5+Yrs with Adult)
Sat 13 Aug, 10am & 1:30pm
Sat 20 Aug, 10am & 1:30pm
Try out your sailing skills with the Margate Yacht
Club, Margate Harbour
Book: Sorry – fully booked
YF Crab Tales & other beastly stories
(1½hr, 4-11yrs, £2 per child)
Help solve a crabby tale and hear seashore
creature stories, with games, art and maybe a
bit of natural magic!
Mon 15 Aug, 11am, Viking Bay, Broadstairs
Meet: outside harbour office (opp. Tartar Frigate)
Tue 16 Aug, 11am, Margate Main Sands
Meet: Coastal Community Beach Hut
(near disability ramp, opp. Arlington House)
Thur 18 Aug, 11am, Ramsgate Main Sands
Meet: Needle (opp. Belgian Café) Ramsgate
Main Sands
Book & pay: www.thanetcoast.org.uk

A Sat 27Aug
Blink
Amazing flaming structures, performances and
lights. Margate Main Sands. www.blinkmargate.org

Seashore Safari

A 27-29 Aug
A Summer Squall
Ramsgate Arts Festival www.ramsgatearts.org

O 10 Sept
Coast along for Water Aid
www.coastalongforwateraid.org
O 10-11 Sept
Quex Craft Fair
01843 595143
O 13-16 Sept
Pugin’s Grange Open Day
www.landmarktrust.org.uk
V Beachwatch 2011
National weekend of action to record beach litter
and clear on behalf of the Marine Conservation
Society’s campaign.
Sat 17 Sept, 10.30am (2½hrs)
Plumpudding Beachwatch along the Northern
Sea wall beaches (TR272 393) towards Reculver.
Meet outside The Minnis Restaurant, Birchington
Sun 18 Sept, 10.30am (2½hrs)
Pegwell Bay Beachwatch along the National
Nature Reserve beach. Meet on beach below
former hoverport access road (TR353 643)
Book: www.thanetcoast.org.uk (TCP)
Note: For free Beachwatch survey training
(on 1 Sept) contact TCP.
O 24-25 Sept
Margate Kite Festival (TBC)
www.bigskitefestival.org.uk
A 17 Sept 2011 to 8 Jan 2012
Nothing in the World But Youth
Exhibition on how youth experience has been
reflected in art and culture.
Turner Contemporary
O 30 Sept to 7 Oct
Broadstairs Food Festival
www.broadstairsfoodfestival.org.uk
V Sat 8 Oct, 10am (3hrs)
Sea Garden – Autumn Task
Volunteer to help clean up the Sea Garden after
summer growth. Equipment provided.
Meet: Sea Garden, Ramsgate’s Eastcliff
Book: www.thanetcoast.org.uk
V Oct, 10am (3hrs, Date - TBC)
Westbrook Undercliff Nature Park – Autumn Task
Volunteer to help out at the promenade Nature Park.
Equipment provided. Meet: Barnes Car Park,
Westbrook. More info: www.thanetcoast.org.uk

M Oct, 7pm (2hrs, TBC)
NE Kent European Marine Sites
10th Anniversary Stakeholder Event (invite only)
O Sun 9 Oct
BHF Viking Bike Ride
www.bhf.org.uk
O 12–15 Oct
Thanet International Film Festival
www.filmmakerfestival.com
O 16 Oct
World Food Day
Margate Winter Gardens

Coastal Events

G Sun 4 Sept, 11am (2hrs, 14+yrs)
Rock Doc Walk – Pegwell Bay
Learn the language of the rocks, chalk cliffs, flints
and fossils. Meet by the ‘Hugin’ Viking Ship,
Cliffsend. Book: www.thanetcoast.org.uk

O 22–23 Oct
Ramsgate Beach Cross
Quads & bikes
O 23 Oct
Trafalgar Day Parade
Margate
Kent’s Coastal Week 2011
23 - 30 October
F Storytelling Treasure Trails
Wacky coastal adventures and an
treasure trail for you to unravel. Suitable for
family teams, these adventures and treasure
trails are led by the excellent Scandalmonger
storytellers. (1½hrs, 4-16yrs+)
Mon 24 Oct, 2pm
West Bay, Westgate CT8 8QG
Tue 25 Oct, 2pm
Minnis Bay, Birchington CT7 9QP
Wed 26 Oct, 2pm
Margate Main Sands CT9 1XN
Thur 27 Oct, 2pm
Viking Bay, Broadstairs CT10 1EU
Fri 28 Oct, 2pm
Ramsgate Main Sands CT11 8LX
Book: www.thanetcoast.org.uk
WM Sat 22 Oct, 10am (6 hours, £10pp*)
Wildlife Photographic Study Workshop
Pick up tips from ecologist Brett Lewis and Tony
Flashman on how to take professional looking
photographs of coastal wildlife in this full one day
workshop with an indoor workshop followed by an
outdoor photo challenge on the chalk reef and
rockpools nearby. Price includes light lunch
(*subsidised by Kent Coastal Week)
Book & pay: www.thanetcoast.org.uk

– Kent Coastal Week event
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WF Sun 23 Oct, 3pm
Rocky Shore Discovery Tour!
Get equipped to explore the shore with marine
ecologist Ian Humpheryes, looking out for our
elusive shore life! (1½hrs, 4-16yrs+)
Meet: Dumpton Gap, Broadstairs CT10 1TJ
Book: www.thanetcoast.org.uk
G Wed 26 Oct, 11am (2hrs, 14+yrs)
Rock Doc Walk – Minnis Bay, Birchington
Learn the language of the rocks, chalk cliffs, flints
& fossils. Meet: by Tidal pool (near chalk cliff) CT7
9QP
Book: www.thanetcoast.org.uk

Coastal Events

AM 26 & 27 Oct, 1pm (3hrs; £2 per child)
Life Drawing & Sculpting workshops
Suitable for the family. Just pay at reception on the
day. (Under 13s must be with an adult; Under 3s &
adults with children go free!).
Turner Contemporary
AM 30 October 1pm
Easy Sunday Special:
Beach Huts and Sea Hats
Make a beach hut and create a sea themed hat.
Just pay at reception on the day. (Under 3s and
accompanying adults free. Under 13s must be with
an adult). (3hrs; £2 per child).
TCP/Turner Contemporary
WF Sea Safaris
Take an offshore excursion on board the
Micki Dee Bee with Horizon Sea Safaris. There’s
a choice between two trips. One trip will go to
see the seals within the Sandwich & Pegwell
Bay National Nature Reserve, and another goes
along the internationally important coast on a
‘Beach & Bays’ tour. (1hr, 6yr+, £10pp special
price). Ramsgate Royal Harbour (CT11 8LS)
SEAL TRIPS
Sat 22 Oct 10am
Sun 23 Oct 10am
Mon 24 Oct 11am
Tue 25 Oct 12pm
Wed 26 Oct 1pm
Thu 27 Oct 1pm
Fri 28 Oct 2pm
Sat 29 Oct 3pm
Sun 30 Oct 3pm
BEACHES & BAYS
Sat 22 Oct 12pm
Sun 23 Oct 12pm
Mon 24 Oct 1pm
Tue 25 Oct 2pm
Wed 26 Oct 10am
Thu 27 Oct 10am
Fri 28 Oct 12pm
Sat 29 Oct 1pm
Sun 30 Oct 1pm
Book & Pay: www.thanetcoast.org.uk
O 5 Nov
Broadstairs 5 Nov Family Event
www.broadstairs5thnovevent.org.uk
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– Kent Coastal Week event

W Sat Nov 19, 10am (3hrs)
Shoresearch – Westgate & Margate
New shore life surveys along the coastline.
Meeting arrangements - TBA
Book: KWT
G Rock Doc Walks – 2012
(1-2hrs, 14+yrs, 11am starts, £3 per person)
Learn the language of the rocks, chalk cliffs,
flints and fossils.
Sun 8 Jan – Minnis Bay, Birchington
Meet: above tidal pool, by chalk cliff
Sun 12 Feb – Pegwell Bay, Cliffsend
Meet: by Hugin Viking Ship, Cliffsend
Sun 1 Apr – Kingsgate Bay coastline
Meet: outside Fayreness Hotel, Kingsgate
Book and pay: www.thanetcoast.org.uk
A 28 Jan - 23 Sept 2012
Turner and the Elements
Exhibition exploring the depiction of the elements
within the artist’s landscapes
Turner Contemporary
V Spring Beach Cleans 2012
Sat 31 March, 10am (2½hrs) Pegwell Bay Tidal Tidy Up!
Record and clean our National Nature Reserve
beach by the cliffs. Meet on beach below
former hoverport access road (TR353 643)
Sat 31 March, 2pm (2½hrs)
Plumpudding Tideline Tidy along the
refreshing Northern Sea wall beaches (TR272
393) towards Reculver. Meet outside The
Minnis Restaurant, Birchington
Book: www.thanetcoast.org.uk

ondon Array is currently the
world’s largest consented
wind farm at 1,000MW and follows
hot on the tail of the completion of
the Thanet Offshore Wind Farm
reported in newsletter 19.
The London Array project is divided
into two phases. Phase One involves
installing 175 turbines, two offshore
substations and the new onshore
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substation at Cleve Hill. Four undersea
export cables with a total length of
around 220km will be laid, and around
209km of array cabling to connect the
turbines to each other and to the
offshore substations. It’ll cover an area
of 100km2, with the turbines being
placed 650m to 1,000m apart. Phase
One should be complete by the end of
2012.

Future energy
The first 630MW phase of London
Array’s will generate enough energy to
power up to 480,000 homes – about
two thirds of the homes in Kent - and
help reduce CO2 emissions by
900,000 tonnes a year, making a big
difference to the environment and
helping provide a reliable electricity
supply to south east England.
Construction
Construction on Phase One started in
March 2011 when the first of 177
foundations (175 for the wind turbines
and two for the offshore substations)
was installed at the London Array site.
The two offshore substations have
recently been installed, marking a key

Coastal Drift

An Array of
Wind Farm

milestone in the construction of the
first phase on the project. Over the
summer array cable installation will
start followed by the installation of the
first two export cables. Wind turbines
will start to be installed towards the
end of the year.
The Operations and Maintenance
base for London Array is being built at
the Port of Ramsgate. The purposebuilt facility will accommodate up to
90 staff and six maintenance vessels
once Phase One is operational. It will
include computerised monitoring and
control facilities, a workshop, offices
and storage facilities.
All the latest news can be found at
www.londonarray.com
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Willie McKnight

Doorstep Play & Ecoclub (after-school) clubs • 2011: ‘Footprints in the Sands’ community partnership work

Ten years of the Thanet Coast Project

2001: Launch of the Scheme & Project • 2002: Events start - Seashore Safari

A decade of coas

dens
Coastal War

Sand Art

Wildlife Sailing

Rock Doc

his year is the tenth anniversary
of the launch of the Management
Scheme and Thanet Coast Project
which has helped to radically change
the way we perceive and look after the
wildlife and habitats along our
coastline.
The North East Kent towns and villages
are defined by the coast and its wildlife.
We share our coastline with bird life and
with marine creatures that have adapted
to the chalk rocky shore, and the sandy
and shingle bays, with weird and
wonderful results - cuttlefish that are able
to change camouflage at the fraction of a
second, and marine creatures, like slipper
limpets, with love lives more complicated
than any Mills & Boon novel!
The innovative management scheme for
the North East Kent European marine site
was set up in June 2001 to safeguard and
raise awareness of the internationally
important marine and birdlife on the coast
of North East Kent, and included a new
wildlife initiative - the Thanet Coast Project.
A ‘not-for-profit’ initiative, the Thanet
Coast Project is supported by partner and
sponsorship funding and donations. It has
two dedicated officers and relies on the
support of volunteers to help run its varied
programme. The remarkable progress that
the project has made since its inception
demonstrates the need for the project,
and is a testament to the help given by
the many volunteers. Much of its success

T

’s Play 3 year programme • 2009: Thanet Water Safety DVD for Schools • 2010:
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• 2003: Scientific Coastal Advisory Group formed • 2004: SeaArt local artists’

Beach Cleans

p
Art Worksho

Seashore Safari

Beachwatch

Ten years of the Thanet Coast Project

is due to its programme of activities that
has an appeal to a wide spectrum of
tastes, such as the popular Seashore
Safaris, and the Rock Doc and wacky
storytelling walks (page 7), as well as its
educational activities with schools. During
2010 a staggering 14,000 people
participated in its events and activities.
The project has also pioneered Thanet
Coastal Codes, the first set of voluntary
codes drafted by local recreational activity
representatives for local users for any
marine site in the country. The codes can
be viewed online, but you may see some
of the local characters like 'Russell the
Mussel' prompting these codes on local
bay information signs.
Another of its innovative schemes is the
Thanet Coastal Warden Scheme (page 4),
which enables the free training of local
volunteers to help record marine wildlife
and monitor human activities of their bay,
and report any incidents to the authorities.
The imaginative way it works and the
enthusiasm with which those involved
carry out the work has earned it national
recognition, including being runner-up for
the best green campaign, voted for by
readers of Coast magazine, against large
national projects.
The project is now leading a new
‘Footprints in the Sand’ (page 3)
partnership of organisations to help local
people make the most of their coastline –
breaking down barriers to its access.

exhibitions start • 2005: Thanet Coastal Wardens Scheme launched • 2006: Review of Management Scheme •

stal wildlife action
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2007: Shoreline Management Plan consultation • 2008: Beach Play: Childre

SHORELINES
Strandings –
Sperm Whale at a loss!

It’s just too nippy!
Another crash in the velvet swimming
crab population followed the extremely
cold weather of December 2010.
Reports of our 25,000 dead crabs and
other marine life circulated the world,
where it was linked to a series of
natural incidents, and even featured in
unexplained phenomena magazines!

Shorelines: snippets of news

Balancing MCZs

The early part of 2011 saw the
stranding of many marine mammals –
such as harbour porpoises and seals but the most surprising was a 14
metre long, 35 tonne, juvenile male
Sperm Whale on 3 March in Pegwell
Bay, Ramsgate. The Institute of
Zoology carried out the post mortem
and found that as the lost whale was
separated from its food supply in our
shallow waters, it appeared to have
become dehydrated and starved.
Shown by the BBC in Springwatch,
there is more detailed coverage within
C4 screening of ‘Inside Nature’s
Giants’ this autumn.

The identification of the draft Marine
Conservation Zones (MCZs) – to
complement the existing international
designations – is getting nearer as the
south east’s Balanced Seas project
produces final draft recommendations
this summer. These will be submitted
to Natural England in August, then to
Defra in November 2011. The
government aims to have formal public
consultation on MCZs in 2012 and to
designate sites by the end of that year.
www.balancedseas.org

Kent’s Creative Coastal Week
Activities linked to the creative coast
are to be celebrated over the autumn
half term (22-30 October, 2011) as part
of Kent Coastal Week, including over
30 events in Thanet: from seal and bay
excursions, storytelling and treasure
trails, to wildlife photography and much
more! www.coastalkent.com

Contemporary!
Turner Contemporary, designed by Stirling
Prize winners David Chipperfield Architects,
opened on 16 April 2011 with an extensive
and impressive programme of public and
community visual art activities planned. Over
150,000 people visited within the first three
months. www.turnercontemporary.org
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Margate’s defence!

A new £6.2m flood defence scheme
for Margate has been developed to
increase the standard of protection
for the town. A small amount of work
has been completed adjacent to the
new gallery, with further work due to
begin in October 2011 and likely to be
completed by the end of 2012.
www.thanet.gov.uk

Quality!
Three Blue
Flags and
seven Quality
Coast Awards
have been
given within the Thanet area in 2011.
All these bays have good facilities,
but the satisfactory water quality
results from 2010 prevented excellent
results. www.thanet.gov.uk
The Environment Agency now
publishes detailed bathing water
profiles on the cleanliness of all 500
designated bathing water sites across
England and Wales, including maps,
photos and links to the latest water
quality results. Now, everyone can
make more informed choices about
the best locations to visit and enjoy.
www.environment-agency.gov.uk

SHORELINES

thanet coast

Thanet Coast Project
c/o TDC, PO Box 9
Cecil Street, Margate CT9 1XZ
01843 577672 or 577409
thanet.coast@thanet.gov.uk
www.thanetcoast.org.uk
The Thanet coast, together with Pegwell
Bay, is an internationally important asset for
wintering birds, the marine life associated
with chalk caves, reefs and sandy bays. The
area is a designated European Marine Site.
Editors and contributors: Tony Child, Suzie
Hooper, Nora Aldous and Cheryl Pendry.
Design – angeldesign.org.uk

Please note: To the best of our knowledge, the
information in these articles is correct, but errors may
unfortunately occur from time to time. Thanet Coast
Project cannot be held responsible for any changes to
events and information listed in the newsletter.
Please telephone the numbers listed to confirm
information. This newsletter can be made available in
other formats, including Braille, large print, audiotape
or other languages on request.
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Harvest your own wind energy
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You will need scissors, a dressmaker’s pin and a short stick. You might
need an adult to help.
1. Cut carefully around the square.
2. Cut along the dashed lines from each corner, taking care not to cut beyond
the dashes.
3. Turn over the square so the wrong side is facing you. Bring each corner with
a dot towards you, so the points overlap in the middle of the wrong side.
4. Now pin your windmill onto the stick through the middle of all the dots.
This can be tricky, so have a grown-up helper standing by.
5. Give it a test blow, then head out into the wind!
Please note: This newsletter may become on-line only – and we wouldn’t like you to miss out!
Save paper – change to a virtual newsletter and receive event flyers early and by asking for
email distribution only (and quote your address for deletion) to thanet.coast@thanet.gov.uk

